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Preconference Institutes II 
1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., continued

Bienvenidos, Byenvini, Wilkommen: Welcoming Immigrant, Refugee, and Migrant 

Students Experiencing Homelessness Into Our Schools

Christina Dukes, Program Specialist, NCHE (FL)
Jan Moore, Program Specialist, NCHE (NC)
Karen Morgan, Local Homeless Liaison, Collier County Public Schools (FL)
Margaret McDonald, Children’s Services Specialist, Building Refugee Youth and Children’s Services (DC)

This preconference institute will familiarize participants with immigrant, refugee, and migrant cultures and life experiences, as well 
as help understand how the McKinney-Vento Act can support these populations. Come hear national- and local-level educators and 
practitioners discuss the similarities and diff erences among these three groups, how to determine eligibility among the groups, and 
how to collaborate with school and community contacts to identify and serve these populations.

Accessing Early Childhood Education: Learning Blocks and Practical Strategies

Mary Herrington, Coordinator, Richmond Regional Homeless Education Program (VA)
Grace Whitney, Ph.D., Director, Head Start Collaboration (CT)
Michele Andrews, Clinical Coordinator, Richmond Healthy Start Initiative (VA)
Sarah Benjamin, Teacher Liaison/Education Advocate, Eastern Suff olk BOCES (NY)

Young children experiencing homelessness are at risk of developmental delays and other social, emotional, educational, and health 
problems that aff ect their ability to become successful learners in elementary school and beyond. Young homeless children need 
quality interventions and supports if the negative impact of their circumstances are to be mitigated. Yet the early childhood land-
scape is fragmented and under-funded; it can be diffi  cult to navigate for parents and providers alike. This session will provide an 
overview of early childhood programming as it relates to homeless children, including the following: the application of the McKin-
ney-Vento Act to preschool programs; Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act; child care programs 
and Child Care Resource and Referral Networks; maternal health initiatives; and home visiting programs such as the Parent-Child 
Home Program. In addition, strategies for raising the visibility and access of homeless children to state and local preschool programs 
through policy change also will be presented. Tips for putting policy into practice, using scenarios and program models, will be 
shared.
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Saturday
November 1, 2008

Opening Session
Regency Ballroom 11:00 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.

Consuelo Castillo Kickbusch

Consuelo Castillo Kickbusch, born and raised in a tiny barrio in Laredo, Texas, overcame the challenges of 
poverty, discrimination, and illiteracy to become the highest-ranking Hispanic woman in the Combat Sup-
port Field of the United States Army. She founded Educational Achievement Services, Inc. (EAS) in 1994 to 
assist with her eff orts to empower youth living in impoverished communities. Through her outreach, she 
has worked with over one million children and their parents across the country.

Networking Session 
8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Do you feel alone in your work to remove barriers to the success of children and youth in homeless situations? Does no 
one else in your department understand what “best interest” means? 

The unique orientation of the homeless education liaison as an advocate for children and youth employed by the school 

district and involved in community level committees and associations can make implementing MV a lonely job. This session 

will provide conference attendees an early opportunity to connect with other liaisons, school and shelter personnel who are 

working in communities of similar sizes with similar challenges. Share concerns and gather ideas, strategies, resources, and a 

network of support to assist you when you return home! The networking will familiarize you with McKinney-Vento issues and 

introduce you to colleagues you will have a chance to work with throughout the conference and beyond.

Tables will be divided by district size (e.g., large urban, small city, large suburban, small suburban, rural) and discussions will 

be facilitated. Topics to be discussed include current economic events, enrollment disputes, transportation, implementation 

challenges, funding, oversight, and many more. 

Independence Center

Sessions marked with this symbol are part of the Child Welfare Track. The track continues 
throughout the conference and is open to all conference participants.

CW Track

Sessions marked with this symbol are appropriate for those who are new to McKinney-
Vento, as well as those who have been in the fi eld for a few years and want to be reac-
quainted with the basics.

INTRO

Key to Symbols

All conference events are scheduled in the Hyatt Regency. Those room names appear in 
TEAL text. 

POTOMAC 6
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Saturday
November 1, 2008

Concurrent Sessions 1
1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Communication across Language Barriers

Alice Beggs, McKinney-Vento Liaison, Forest Grove School District (OR)

Language and communication styles can create a barrier for some families in accessing services or advocating for their children’s 
educational needs. A study was conducted in a suburban school district in Oregon where parents shared their experiences talking 
with school staff . Come listen to their stories and suggestions for improved communication.

Maslow Project – A Hand Up Not a Hand Out

   Mary Ferrell, Local Liaison, Medford School District; Director, Maslow Project (OR)
Kelsey Davey, Student Outreach Support Specialist, Maslow Project, Medford School District (OR)
Ally Kimberling, Street Outreach Team, Maslow Project, Medford School District (OR)

Oregon’s Maslow Project will model how any community can develop a program beyond school district funds and resources. This 
session will help communities develop integrated services to assist homeless children, families, and unaccompanied youth increase 
school access, basic needs, and wrap-around support and will provide strategies for collaborating with local resources to leverage 
services and funds.

Making It Rainbow Clear: Rainbow Days’ Curriculum-Based Support Group & 

Family Connection Programs for Children and Youth Ages 4-15 and their Families
Double Session, 1:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Kathy Daley, Training Coordinator and Family Connection Replication Manager, Rainbow Days, Inc. (TX)

During this hands-on energetic workshop, participants will learn about Rainbow Days’ Curriculum-based Support Group & Family 
Connection programs that teach children and youth basic life skills to help them cope with diffi  cult family situations and how par-
ticipants can provide life enrichment activities to children and their families. Participants must attend the fi rst part of the double 

session to benefi t from the second session.

Providing Services in the Context of a Large Urban School District 

Becky Hicks, Homeless Liaison, St. Paul Public Schools (MN) 
Melissa Schoonmaker, Homeless Education and Teen Parent Programs, Los Angeles Unifi ed School District (CA)
Elizabeth Hinz, Homeless Liaison, Minneapolis Public Schools (MN)

This workshop will describe aff ordable housing and family homelessness issues in three urban school districts: Los Angeles, Min-
neapolis and St. Paul and the diff erent organizational and service strategies these districts have used to implement McKinney Vento. 
Discussion among the three district representatives and the audience about key aspects of McKinney Vento implementation spe-
cifi c to urban districts will be an important part of this session. 

It Takes More than a Diploma: Comprehensive Services for Homeless High School Students

Helen Fox, Local Liaison, Albuquerque Public Schools (NM)
Laurie Everhart (Title I Coordinator), Albuquerque Public Schools (NM)
WITH: Pilar Alcazar,  Katy Braziel, Mique Broome, Carol Pitts, Patrick Scott, Don Whatley

High school graduation for the homeless student population remains a national challenge. The Albuquerque Public Schools Title I 
Homeless Project has dramatically improved students’ opportunity for graduation as well as aff ords students opportunities to ob-
tain employment and/or college scholarships. The presentation features the Transition Program and After-School Tutoring Program 
that facilitate high school graduation and individual student achievements.

Increasing College Access for Homeless and Foster Youth

Marcia Weston, Director of Operations, College Goal Sunday, YMCA of the USA (DC)
Katie Bailey, Vice President, Legislation and Coalitions, Education Finance Council (DC)
Brooke Davis, Homeless Liaison, Oklahoma City Public Schools (OK)

Youth who are homeless or in foster care face many obstacles in their pursuit of higher education. This session will provide an ar-
ray of strategies for assisting these youth before, during, and after the college application process. Information about College Goal 
Sunday, recent changes to the FAFSA and to the Higher Education Act, and other college access programs and resources will be 
presented.

KENNEDYINTRO

JEFFERSON

ROOSEVELT
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http://www.naehcy.org/conf/2008_conf_sess_mat.html#making
http://www.naehcy.org/conf/2008_conf_sess_mat.html#providing


NAEHCY 20th Annual Conference10

Ensuring Access to Head Start and Early Education for Homeless and Foster Children

Beth Snyder, Early Childhood/Elementary Teacher Specialist, Anchorage School District (AK)
Grace Whitney, Ph.D., Director, Head Start Collaboration (CT) 

Children in homeless situations or foster care face numerous barriers to accessing early education. This session will focus on ways 
to increase collaboration between Head Start, child welfare agencies, homeless service providers, public schools, and other early 
care programs to ensure that some of our highest risk young children have quality preschool experiences and enter school ready 
to succeed.

McKinney-Vento 101: Law and Implementation

Barbara Duffi  eld, Policy Director, NAEHCY (DC)
Eric Tars, Human Rights Staff  Attorney, National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty (DC)

This session will provide a basic overview of Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. Selected parts of the 
Title I statute will also be discussed. Presenters will off er concrete strategies for implementing the law in school districts. Our goal 
is to help participants learn how to solve problems with the law, so that they can apply it to the real life situations that await them 
upon their return from the conference.

Personal Traits Suited for Working with Students with Critical Needs

Vicky Dill, Senior Program Coordinator, Texas Homeless Education Offi  ce (TX)

What are the beliefs and personal characteristics of individuals who are highly eff ective with students who are homeless, in foster 
care, displaced, migrant or runaway youth? This highly interactive workshop will use small group discussions and role-playing to 
explore research on the characteristics of those who understand and act on the belief that their work is a vital and life-sustaining 
activity for students in critical need. The research applies not only to teachers, but to all persons who touch these young peoples’ 
lives.

Learning from Experience: New and Experienced State Coordinators for Homeless 
Education Discuss Challenges and Strategies of the Job

Diana Bowman, Director, National Center for Homeless Education (NC)
Dana Scott, State Coordinator for Homeless Education (CO)
Dona Bolt, State Coordinator for Homeless Education (OR)
Christina Endres, State Coordinator for Homeless Education (IN)
Laverne Dunn, State Coordinator for Homeless Education, Louisiana Department of Education (LA)

Are you a new or nearly new State Coordinator for Homeless Education who is trying to fi gure out the best way to fulfi ll your respon-
sibilities? Join this session to hear a panel of experienced State Coordinators discuss strategies on topics such as: monitoring local 
programs, establishing state-level collaborations, supporting local liaisons, and conducting subgrant competitions. Experienced 
State Coordinators will provide suggestions, tools, and information on resources. Time will be allowed for questions and dialogue.

Meeting the Needs of Youth “Awaiting Foster Care Placement:” Strategies from Child Welfare

Patricia Julianelle, Legal Counsel, NAEHCY (WA)
Barb Dexter, Homeless Liaison, Anchorage School District (AK)
Theresa Tanoury, Senior Director Strategic Consulting, Casey Family Programs (WA)
Slade Martin, Alumnus of the foster care system (AK)

“Awaiting foster care placement” is among McKinney-Vento’s greyest areas. We will briefl y review this term and then share strategies 
for applying the Act to youth in this category. Child welfare and education experts will share their best practices for collaboration; 
MOUs; information-sharing; dispute resolution; training; school selection; and transportation.

Making McKinney-Vento Project Evaluation and Outcomes Crystal Clear
Double Session, 1:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Jeanne Stamp, Senior Program Coordinator, Texas Homeless Education Offi  ce (TX)

Eff ective project evaluation drives future project design, yields evidence-based best practices, and ultimately leads to additional 
funds. Agencies and funders reward projects that not only do great work, but can also show they do great work! This is project evalu-
ation made simple for those who struggle with telling an output from an outcome. Participants must attend the fi rst part of the 

double session to benefi t from the second session. 

Concurrent Sessions 1
1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., continued

Saturday
November 1, 2008
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Concurrent Sessions 2
3:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Saturday
November 1, 2008

Be the Lollipop: The “Good Stuff ” Does No Good Unless You Can Get a Handle on It

Sandy Lawrence, Homeless Education Specialist, Education Service Center, Region XIII (TX)
Cathy Requejo, Homeless Liaison, Austin Independent School District (TX)

Massive in geography and diverse in demographics, the 60 school districts that make up Texas’s Region XIII collectively present a sig-
nifi cant challenge for cohesive action. Homeless Education – chronically underfunded and staff ed by the perpetually overworked 
– is done best when it is conducted in a fl exibly structured and cooperative method. The presenters will enumerate examples of 
how each program element promotes eff ective collaboration, and relate best practices that participants can replicate in their home 
school districts or regions. 

Building Bridges

Brenda Beyer, Coordinator, Building Bridges Project, Minneapolis Public Schools (MN)

This session will describe the origins and implementation of the Building Bridges Project, a model of eff ective organizational change 
that employs school social workers to extend the reach of McKinney-Vento beyond the liaison. This program improves services to 
students who are homeless and highly mobile and focuses attention on improving their educational outcomes in the midst of dead-
locked organizational structure and funding patterns.

R.E.A.D.I. (Ready-to-use Essential strategies And forms Don’t miss It!)

Tamara Sutor, School Social Worker and Transitional Education Coordinator, Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District (WI)
Sandra Rivera, School Social Worker, Madison Metropolitan School District (WI)
Ann Forbeck, School Social Worker, Janesville School District (WI)

South-Central Wisconsin homeless liaisons will share their updated “tricks of the trade” by providing strategies and sample forms 
in the areas of enrollment, community collaboration, parent involvement, transportation and academic achievement. Leave with a 
“cookbook” of knowledge and resources (packet/CD containing ready-to-use forms) that you can use immediately!

Strategies for Meeting the Educational Needs of Unaccompanied Youth

Barb Dexter, Homeless Liaison, Anchorage School District (AK)
Patricia Julianelle, Legal Counsel, NAEHCY (WA)
Karen Fessler, Education Advocate, Project Connect, Cincinnati Public Schools (OH)

Unaccompanied youth are youth who are homeless and not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. This session will review 
basic legal and implementation issues for unaccompanied youth, including identifi cation, enrollment, decision-making, full par-
ticipation in extra-curricular activities, credit accrual, and strategies to welcome, engage, and support youth in school. It will also 
provide practical strategies for the implementation of the McKinney-Vento Act’s provisions on unaccompanied youth.

Assisting Homeless Youth with College Admissions and Financial Aid

Minnie Walker, Bright Spaces Project Manager, Bright Horizons Foundation for Children (NC)
Kennon Dick, Director of Educational Counseling, College Coach (NC)
Alex Bickford, Senior Manager of College Financing, College Coach (NC) 
Karen Spencer, College Coach (NC)

Learn more about a Bright Spaces/College Coach pilot program designed to help homeless youth navigate the college admissions 
and fi nancial aid process from former college admission and fi nancial aid offi  cers. The session will highlight key points in the admis-
sions and fi nancial aid process and help you think about how you might plan a similar program using local resources.

Serving Young Homeless Children through Head Start – The Basics

Khari Garvin, State Collaboration Director, Head Start, Raleigh (NC)
Jan Moore, Program Specialist, National Center for Homeless Education (NC)

Presenters will provide an overview of the basic operation of Head Start and review key portions of the newly reauthorized Head 
Start Act. Special attention will be on the new requirements related to serving homeless/highly mobile children and their families. 
This interactive session is intended for liaisons, Head Start staff , and anyone interested in better serving young homeless children 
and strengthening collaboration between MV and Head Start programs.

KENNEDY
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Bringing out Their Best Behavior Beyond the School Day: Principles of Positive Support

Lori Korinek, Ph.D., Professor of Special Education, The College of William and Mary (VA)
Patricia Popp, Ph.D., State Coordinator, Project HOPE-VA, The College of William and Mary (VA)

This session focuses on practical, positive, and proven strategies to increase child/student responsible behavior and self-manage-
ment in settings serving students who are homeless. A variety of techniques to develop and maintain caring environments that 
support individual and group responsibility will be demonstrated. Preventive strategies as well as responsive techniques to address 
behavioral challenges will be shared. This session will focus on community-based examples.

Child Welfare 101

Kristin Kelly, Staff  Attorney, ABA Center on Children and the Law (DC)
Tracey Campfi eld, Director, Systems Improvement Methodology, Casey Family Programs (DC)

This session will address the unique issues and challenges that arise in serving foster youth. It will provide information about how 
the child welfare system works, including foster care court proceedings/hearings, and the various placements that are available to 
youth in foster care. Finally, the panel will address the various interpretations of “awaiting foster care” and discuss approaches being 
implemented in various states and local jurisdictions to comply with McKinney-Vento and serve the needs children and youth in 
foster care. Included will be a discussion of legislative eff orts, including examples of state legislation from across the country.

Making It Rainbow Clear: Rainbow Days’ Curriculum-Based 
Support Group & Family Connection Programs
Double Session continued from 1:45

Kathy Daley, Training Coordinator and Family Connection Replication Manager, Rainbow Days, Inc. (TX)

Concurrent Sessions 2
3:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., continued

Saturday
November 1, 2008

Continuing Education Units (CEUs)

Thanks to the University of Texas at Austin, we are able to off er CEUs to conference attendees this year!

eral and concurrent sessions. Failure to sign in for a session 

means you will forfeit CEU credit for that session. 

Once the conference is over, you MUST log on to the 

NAEHCY conference evaluation site and complete the 

conference evaluation for all the sessions attended. Enter 

your name, contact information, and your license number, 

if applicable, or social security number, for the type of CEUs 

you would like to receive. Once you have completed your 

evaluation, you will be directed to the page where you will 

print your CEU certifi cate. If an audit of the CEUs should 

take place, the hours you apply for on your evaluation will 

be compared to the session sign-in forms to verify your 

presence at the conference for the number of hours you 

requested in CEUs.

See pages 27-28 for evaluation instructions.

This year, NAEHCY is off ering CEUs, free of charge, to 

conference participants. Conference CEU hours may be 

applied to CPEs, Social Work CEUs, LPC CEUs, Marriage 

and Family Therapist CEUs, and Chemical Dependency 

Counselor CEUs. Conference break times, eating time dur-

ing the general sessions, and the LeTendre and NAEHCY 

award ceremonies are not eligible for CEU credit. The total 

number of CEUs available for participants who attend all of 

the eligible general and concurrent sessions is 12.5 hours. 

Participants who attend less than all of the eligible sessions 

may apply for fewer hours of CEU credit, prorated for the 

actual sessions attended.

In order to obtain CEUs, you do not have to register for 

them at the conference. However, you MUST sign the CEU 
sign-in form that will be available at all the conference gen-

JEFFERSON

CW Track
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Concurrent Sessions 2
3:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., continued

Saturday
November 1, 2008

Making McKinney-Vento Project Evaluation and Outcomes Crystal Clear

Double Session continued from 1:45

Jeanne Stamp, Senior Program Coordinator, Texas Homeless Education Offi  ce (TX)

Coordinating with Title I on the Homeless Set-Aside for State Coordinators 

for Homeless Education

John McLaughlin, Coordinator for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth Program, U.S. Department of Education 
(DC) 

Lynda Thistle-Elliott, Education Consultant, Homeless Children and Youth and Title I (NH)

The presentation will be a facilitated discussion but the presenter will fi rst provide an overview of the requirements and points of 
coordination between Title I and McKinney-Vento. State Coordinators will share and discuss processes of coordination that have had 
a positive impact on LEA programs and outcomes for homeless students. This session is limited to State Coordinators for Homeless 
Education only. A similar session for liaisons and other participants will be off ered during Concurrent Session 4.

Developing Parental Support for Children’s Early Language Development: 
A Plan for Monitoring and Intervention

Jon Lee, Instructor, University of Louisville, College of Education and Human Development (KY) 

Children’s early language experiences are important to later academic achievement. Even in the most challenging of circumstances, 
a parent’s use of eff ective strategies in the provision of language experiences promotes positive academic achievement. Join us 
as we share a monitoring and intervention plan for family shelters based on the popular response to intervention (RtI) models fre-
quently used in public school systems.

ARLINGTON

POTOMAC 5

PR. WILLIAM

The Legal Center for Foster Care & Education (Legal Center FCE) is a collaboration between Casey Family Programs and 

the American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law (with support from the National Resource Center on Legal 

and Judicial Issues) in conjunction with the Education Law Center-PA and the Juvenile Law Center. The Legal Center FCE’s 

mission is to bring attention and important legal resources to support the educational needs of children and youth in the 

nation’s foster care system.

The Center serves as a national technical assistance resource and information clearinghouse on legal and policy matters 

aff ecting the education needs of children and youth in care. Specifi cally, we provide:

Technical assistance, legal support and guidance.

A Web site (www.abanet.org/child/education).

A searchable database of legal and policy resources—by state, topic and format.

A listserv and conference calls to share and confer with other experts and advocates on policy, practice, and reform.

Current and new resources on legal and policy issues, including our cornerstone publication, Blueprint for Change: 

Education Success for Children in Foster Care (to download go to http://www.abanet.org/child/education/blueprint/).

Web site: www.abanet.org/child/education

Email: ccleducation@staff .abanet.org

√

√

√

√

√
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In high school, there was a cost for learning…A cost for every time I arrived to school forty-fi ve minutes late. A cost 
for every time I did not arrive at school at all. A cost for every time I woke up in a strange bed. A cost for every time I 
did not go to bed. A cost for the tears, a cost for the worry; a cost for the cravings for normalcy, a cost for the depres-
sion, a cost for the secrecy; a cost for the living day-in day-out. A high-school career I have had. A college and future 
one I am bound to have as well.

-Carella Keil, 1999 LeTendre Scholarship Recipient, 2005 College Graduate

LeTendre Awards Ceremony
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Reception with hors d’oeuvres  Independence Center

 The LeTendre Education Fund for Homeless Children was established in 1998 in memory of André E. LeTendre, hus-

band of Mary Jean LeTendre, former Director of Compensatory Education for the U.S. Department of Education. Each 

year, the Fund awards scholarships to students who have experienced homelessness and who have demonstrated aca-

demic achievement. A national advisory board including members of the LeTendre family and the NAEHCY board, along 

with local, state, and national educators reviews the applications and selects the scholars. The Fund has awarded over 150 

scholarships since 1999. 

 Thanks to the generous support of the Ceres Foundation, the LeTendre Fund has expanded considerably over the last 

two years. The Ceres Foundation mission is “to provide the catalyst needed to mobilize human energies and talents that 

lie dormant” and is achieved “by helping people in deprived conditions to develop the skills, motivation and teamwork 

they need to become productive contributors to society.” Their support of the LeTendre Fund enables us to continue 

helping youth who have experienced homelessness on the path to their dreams through a fi nancial award. In addition, 

youth can be connected to NAEHCY’s vast network of scholars and educators, creating mentoring opportunities for 

them to grow and expand.

 This year, through Ceres’ commitment, we were able to award 17 “top scholar” awards of $2,000 plus travel to the 

conference, and 18 additional $1,000 awards, for a total of 35 scholarships. Those 17 “top scholars” join us this evening.

 The LeTendre Fund is administered jointly by the National Association for the Education of Homeless Children 

and Youth and the LeTendre family. Applications are available at the web page listed below. Scholars apply by fi lling 

out an application and writing an essay. They are chosen based on their academic strength and their ability to express 

through the essay how their education provided an escape from homelessness. For more information, please visit: 

http://www.naehcy.org/letendre_ab.html, or contact:

About the LeTendre Education Fund for Students Experiencing Homelessness

 The LeTendre Education Fund for Homeless Children 

 c/o National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth

 P.O. Box 26274

 Minneapolis, MN 55426 Phone: 757-221-7776      Email: pxpopp@wm.edu

Presiding Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D., Chair LeTendre Committee, NAEHCY (VA) 

  Barbara Duffi  eld, Policy Director, NAEHCY (DC)

Greeting Mary Jean LeTendre, LeTendre Education Fund

Returning Scholar  Aruna Sukhu, LeTendre Class of 2006

Recognition of New Scholars

Saturday
November 1, 2008
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Concurrent Sessions 3
10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

Sunday
November 2, 2008

General Session
8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Romal Tune

Destined by Design: Taking our Children from Potential to Promise

Romal Tune is the founder and CEO of Clergy Strategic Alliances in Washington, DC. He is a national trainer and 
speaker on community empowerment, social justice, and grassroots organizing. Tune reaches out from the faith 
community to encourage religious and secular partnerships that will serve at-risk youth, promote justice, and 
build healthier communities. He teaches organizing skills, coalition building, and issue education to provide con-
gregations, pastors, and individuals with the skills necessary to build power and improve their communities. 

Embracing McKinney-Vento: Building Homeless Education Programs

Monisha Cherayil, Homeless Education Consultant and Former Intern, Public Justice Center (MD)
Sally Dworak-Fisher, Staff  Attorney, Public Justice Center (MD)

Participants will learn best practices for serving homeless children and youth under the McKinney-Vento Act. Advocates from the 
Public Justice Center (PJC) will share conclusions from their work with suburban school districts in Maryland and will highlight the 
importance of promoting public awareness using the PJC’s “Know your Rights” video.

Making it Crystal Clear: Educating Schools and the Community 
About McKinney-Vento

Ann Forbeck, Homeless Education Social Worker, Janesville School District (WI)

This session will inspire homeless education programs to mobilize their school districts and communities to identify and serve 
students protected by the McKinney-Vento Act. The presentation will provide successful strategies to educate schools and the com-
munity about the needs of students experiencing homelessness, featuring a short video, PowerPoint presentations, a school-based 
website, a McKinney-Vento handbook, brochures, a parent newsletter, newspaper articles, and a professional development module 
for teachers.

Reaching the Youngest Homeless Children through Home Visiting

Sarah Benjamin, Teacher Liaison/Education Advocate, Eastern Suff olk BOCES (NY)
Most homeless families have little or no access to any preschool education for their children age 0-5. Research shows the early 
years are crucial for later school success. The Parent-Child Home Program is a nationally recognized and research-based early 
literacy and parent support home visiting program that has been successful in addressing this need. Enthusiasm, passion and 
extensive supportive materials will be presented for those interested in this model. 

Working Together Works! Homeless Education and Special Education as Partners

Patricia Popp, Ph.D., State Coordinator, Project HOPE-VA, The College of William and Mary (VA)
Selena M. Joy, Ph.D., Autism Coordinator, Henrico County Public Schools (VA)

Homeless and Special Education are spending more time getting to know each other and fi guring out what they can do to serve the 
children they share. This session will highlight the legal requirements of IDEA that often aff ect students experiencing homelessness, 
explore some of the challenges, and identify promising practices and resources that can enhance our ability to work together.
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Raising Awareness for Title X and Increasing Collaboration and Partnerships 
for Out of School Youth

Jackie Ulmer, Homeless Liaison, Denver Public Schools (CO)
Anna Stout, Homeless Liaison, Denver Public Schools (CO)
Brian Brinkerhoff , Colorado Youth for a Change, Denver Public Schools (CO)

In Denver Public Schools, collaborations with non-profi t agencies support programs and strategies that increase the school re-en-
gagement and connection of older youth. This session will explore successful school-level factors associated with decreased drop-
out; review dropout, diploma and GED, and lifelong success rates; and provide strategies and tools for developing your own school 
district/nonprofi t collaboration for helping out-of-school youth.

Making the Numbers Crystal Clear: The Need for a New Model of Assessing 
Numbers of Homeless Children and Youth

Yvonne Vissing, Ph.D., Director, Center for Child Studies, Salem State College (NH)
Christopher Hudson, Professor in Social Work, Salem State College (NH)

Accurate counting of homeless children and youth is imperative because it infl uences the resources that will be made available to 
help them. This session looks at how defi nitions and measurement intersect, and it provides some alternative methods for measur-
ing the problem. Using the McKinney-Vento defi nition as the standard, this session argues for keeping that defi nition, or expanding 
it to include even more children. As the current economic conditions exacerbate the problem of housing distress, it is important to 
make sure that defi nitions and measurement techniques provide accurate counts of children in need.

Getting to Graduation: Understanding High School Reform

Jamie Fasteau, Director of Policy, Alliance for Education (DC)
Phillip Lovell, Vice President for Education Policy, Alliance for Education (DC)

Nationwide, only about 70 percent of all high school students graduate on time, and graduation rates for poor and minority stu-
dents are even lower. The failure to graduate every child prepared for the twenty-fi rst century has serious consequences for indi-
vidual students and their parents, but it also has major repercussions for American society at every level. This session will present 
information on key elements of high school reform, what’s at stake for students experiencing homelessness or in foster care, and 
how McKinney-Vento personnel and service providers can get involved in these critical reform eff orts.

The Other McKinney-Vento Act: Understanding and Accessing HUD Homeless Services 
Through the Continuum of Care and HUD Reauthorization Update

Jeremy Rosen, Executive Director, National Policy and Advocacy Council on Homelessness (DC)
Jerrilyn Johnson, Homeless Program Coordinator, Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools (NC)
Janet Levin, Local Liaison, Anchorage Public Schools (AK)

Title IV of the McKinney-Vento Act authorizes homeless programs and services administered by the U.S. Department of Housing 
(HUD). At the local level, these services are managed by the “Continuum of Care” (CoC), a local coalition of housing and homeless 
service providers. McKinney-Vento school liaisons have met with various degrees of success in accessing services for children, youth, 
and families through the CoC. Learn why your participation in the CoC is so critical, what services can be provided, and strategies 
for making in-roads. In addition, come get the latest on the reauthorization of the HUD McKinney-Vento program and defi nitions of 
homelessness, including the recent passage of the HEARTH Act in the U.S. House of Representatives..

Building Blocks for Success: Promoting a Systemic Approach to School-Shelter 
Relationships and Literacy Education in Shelter-Based Educational Programs

Carlin Christy, Education Coordinator, Homeless Children’s Education Fund (PA)
Jennifer Banks-Vickers, Managing Director, Homeless Children’s Education Fund (PA)
Joseph Lagana, Founder and CEO, Homeless Children’s Education Fund (PA)

This session will describe the implementation of the STAR Reading and Accelerated Reader program in several shelter-based after-
school programs. Presenters will review how the strategies are used to bring “feeder” school administration, shelter staff , parents, 
volunteers and other community agencies together to increase literacy education among these students.
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Concurrent Sessions 3
10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m., continued

Playtime for Young Children in Homeless Shelters

Shirley Fan-Chan, Chief of External Programs, Horizons for Homeless Children (MA)

This session will off er participants the understanding and tools to provide eff ective and supportive services to the young children 
living at homeless shelters. The training will address strategies for creating a supportive environment with an emphasis on stability, 
consistency, safety, and social and motor development through structured play. A program example will be demonstrated to show 
the design of Playspace Programs.

Bringing out Their Best Behavior in School: Principles of Positive Support

Lori Korinek, Ph.D., Professor of Special Education, The College of William and Mary (VA)

This session focuses on practical, positive, and proven strategies to increase child/student responsible behavior and self-manage-
ment in settings serving students who are homeless. A variety of techniques to develop and maintain caring environments that 
support individual and group responsibility will be demonstrated. Preventive strategies as well as responsive techniques to address 
behavioral challenges will be shared. This session will focus on classrooms and school-based examples.

Voices of Youth

Barb Dexter, Homeless Liaison, Anchorage School District (AK)

This session provides an opportunity to hear directly from youth who have experienced homelessness (including current and for-
mer LeTendre scholars) and/or involvement in the child welfare system. Come learn about the barriers the students experienced, as 
well as the strategies, people, and resources that were helpful in overcoming these barriers.

School-Based Foster Parent Recruitment Eff orts

Millicent Williams, Child Welfare Consultant (MD)
Joan Rock, Resource Coordinator, Department of Children & Families (VT)
Debbie Winters, Liaison, Broward County Public Schools (FL)
Shannon Mendez, Home Recruitment Coordinator (AZ)

Research and practice show that having more foster family homes within a child’s school district increases both living placement 
stability and school stability. When children enter the child welfare system, they often lose many of the most important connections 
to their community. Keeping children in their school of origin (when they enter and during their stay in care) is one of the keys to 
their educational and personal successes. This session will focus on the eff orts to actively engage the local school communities in 
recruiting and supporting foster and adoptive families for our children. Presenters will share strategies that have worked well to en-
gage the school community and their partners in outreach and recruitment eff orts. Jurisdictions that will be highlighted are Barre, 
Vermont; Broward County, Florida; and Arizona.
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Category I: Outstanding School-Based Program

  The Maslow Project, Medford School District (OR)

Category II: Outstanding Individual Working in a Program
 Sub-Category: Staff /Non-Instructional

Luis Perez, School Community Homeless Liaison, Richmond (CA)

 Sub-Category: Administrator
Gail LaVassar, Homeless Education & Readiness to Learn Coordinator

South Whidbey School District Consortia (WA)

Sub-Category: Staff /Instructional

Sarah Benjamin, Teacher Liaison/Education Advocate, Eastern Suff olk BOCES (NY)

Category III: Distinguished Service and Leadership
 Sub-Category: Individual or Group within NAEHCY

Janet Levin, Local Liaison, Anchorage Public Schools (AK)

 Sub-Category: Individual or Group Outside NAEHCY

Attorney and Kids Together, Erie County Bar Association/Foundation (PA)

Category IV: Outstanding Student or Class

Project Act, Cleveland Metro School District (OH)

Category V: Outstanding Media Presentation

Center for Community Education, Santa Barbara County Education Offi  ce (CA)

Category VI: Sandra Neese Lifetime Achievement Award

Marcia Zashin, Director, Project ACT (Action for Children and Youth in Transition) 

Cleveland Metropolitan School District (OH)

General Session
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Presiding    Tim Stahlke, President, NAEHCY (TX)

Award Presentation Mattie McVey Lord, At-Large Board Member, NAEHCY (AZ) 

Congratulations and Many Thanks to the NAEHCY Award Winners!

Sunday
November 2, 2008

NAEHCY Awards
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Step-by-Step Program Development

Heather Lawhead, Homeless Liaison, Aberdeen School District (WA)

Participants will learn six basic steps to homeless education program development: awareness, identifi cation, referrals and needs 
assessments, resources (to address needs), and service delivery. Steps can be easily implemented in any school district. Special 
emphasis will be given to developing resources in communities that are not grant funded. Time will be spent discussing proven 
strategies and examples of developing resources to meet programmatic needs of homeless students.

Making It Real Back Home

Laurie Norris, Attorney, Public Justice Center (MD) 

When you come to conferences like these, do you get all fi red up about going home to make big changes in how you do your work, 
but then notice a few months later that you’ve gotten caught up in the usual mundane busyness of the offi  ce and lost track of your 
good intentions? If this is your experience, come to this session. We will use an innovative conversational format called World Café 
to off er you an opportunity to refl ect on what has inspired you, to hear what has inspired others, and to develop an action plan that 
will help you keep your commitment to make changes back home. Space is limited to 48. 

Jump Starting Inter-Agency Collaboration in your Community

Patricia Julianelle, Legal Counsel, NAEHCY (WA)
Lynda Thistle-Elliott, Education Consultant, Homeless Children and Youth and Title I (NH)
Bill Stover, Homeless Liaison, Windham School District (CT)
Marty Brennan, Title I Director/Homeless Liaison, Rochester Schools (NH)

Imagine if public and private agencies in your school district embraced school success for homeless students as a community re-
sponsibility! We will give you the tools to replicate our model Collaboration Workshop in your school district, convening community 
stakeholders and implementing joint action plans for homeless students’ school success.

Educating Homeless Children in Rural Areas: Challenges and Solutions

Cindy S. McIntee, Senior Program Specialist and Policy Analyst, The SERVE Center at the University 
 of North Carolina and National Center for Homeless Education (NC)
Deedee Wright, HEARTH Specialist, Polk County Schools (FL) 
Cindy Todd, Region 16 Education Service Center (TX) 
Sharon Bills, Federal Programs/Curriculum Director, Dimmitt Independent School District (TX)

This presentation will discuss unique ways local liaisons and others are working to deal with issues faced by students in rural areas 
across the country. The session will focus on strategies and suggestions for dealing with limited resources, transportation, housing, 
and services for unaccompanied youth. Strategies will be shared from NCHE’s Rural Homeless Education Networking Group and 
from a local liaison from a rural school district in Florida. Also the session will feature the Shared Service Agreement (SSA) that the 
Texas Region 16 Education Service Center manages as part of its McKinney-Vento grant, which is a model that provides collaborative 
opportunities for small schools in rural areas with few resources. Participants will be asked to share in the discussion and provide 
other successful strategies about pressing needs in rural areas.

Serving Pregnant and Parenting Homeless Youth: “A Closer Look at What’s Working”

Linda Reese-Smith, Senior Program Analyst, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
 Administration on Children, Youth, and Families (DC)
Bill Clair, Administration for Children and Families, Family and Youth Services Bureau (DC)
Meagan Hueber, Alternative House Maternity Group Home (VA)

Pregnant and parenting homeless youth need a variety of critical services and supports in addition to basic necessities in order 
to meet their long term independence and parenting goals. This session will highlight the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Family and Youth Services Bureau (FYSB) Maternity Group Homes Program (MGH) and briefl y discuss a new initiative which 
places emphasis on serving all youth, including this critically vulnerable special population as well.

Concurrent Sessions 4
1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
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Concurrent Sessions 4
1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., continued

Preventing Youth Homelessness Following Incarceration: Identifying and Supporting 
Youth At-Risk of Becoming Homeless after Release from Institutional Settings

Double Session, 1:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Simon Gonsoulin, ND-TAC Director, American Institutes for Research (DC)
Natalie Keegan, Community Relations Specialist, ND-TAC, American Institutes for Research (DC)

This presentation will address the critical issue of youth transitioning out of the juvenile justice system into potential homelessness 
– a major predictor of academic failure and school dropout. It will describe the problem of youth transitioning out of the juvenile 
justice system without suffi  cient preparation and support, and underline primary factors that lead to homelessness after release. 
Additionally, participants will take part in brainstorming strategies to assist in more eff ectively meeting the needs of these youth, 
including practical implications for replication and prioritizing future research and work on the topic. Participants must attend the 

fi rst part of the double session to benefi t from the second session.

Trauma, Self-Regulation and Coping Skills: Basic Information and Techniques to Help Children

Katie Volk, Director of Training, National Center on Family Homelessness (MA)

Homelessness is traumatic for children, and it often impacts their ability to learn, express themselves, and regulate their behavior. 
Come to this session to learn about the impact of trauma and practice self-regulation activities to use with children individually and 
in classroom settings.

Coordinating with Title I on the Homeless Set-Aside

John McLaughlin, Coordinator for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth Program, 
 U.S. Department of Education (DC) 
Lynda Thistle-Elliott, Education Consultant, Homeless Children and Youth and Title I (NH)

For all participants. The presentation will be a facilitated discussion but the presenter will fi rst provide an overview of the require-
ments and points of coordination between Title I and McKinney-Vento. Participants will share and discuss processes of coordination 
that have had a positive impact on LEA programs and outcomes for homeless students.

Homeless at the Movies

Double Session, 1:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Patrick Lopez, Senior Program Coordinator, Texas Homeless Education Offi  ce (TX) 

This session will explore the ways that fi lms, both documentary and narrative, address homelessness. The purpose of this explora-
tion is to open the door to broader considerations about the meaning of homelessness in our culture. What are our stories about 
homelessness? How do we tell these stories of homelessness? What do these stories say about our perception and understanding 
of homelessness? Participants must attend the fi rst part of the double session to benefi t from the second session.

Reauthorization of the McKinney-Vento Act: A Forum on Our Future

Barbara Duffi  eld, Policy Director, NAEHCY (DC)

The new Congress will face the task of reauthorizing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as well as the education subtitle 
of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. This session will review the major issues in reauthorization, including homeless 
liaisons, transportation, Title I, and children and youth in foster care. It will off er an opportunity for discussion and input to help 
shape NAEHCY’s advocacy eff orts.

Responding to the Foreclosure Crisis: Policies and Practices

Jeremy Rosen, Executive Director, National Policy and Advocacy Council on Homelessness (DC)
John Snyder, Homeownership Specialist, NeighborWorks America (DC)
Phillip Lovell, Vice President for Education Policy, First Focus (DC)
Dorothy Watkins, Administrator of Social Services, Washington Elementary School District (AZ)
Laura Tanner-McBrien, Director, Project Access, Fresno Unifi ed School District (CA)

This session will examine the nation’s foreclosure crisis and its impact on students and schools. Recent federal legislation on housing 
and foreclosure issues will be discussed, as well as practical strategies for assisting families who are facing foreclosure. School-based 
outreach strategies will be presented.
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Concurrent Sessions 4
1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., continued

Child Welfare and Education: Collaboration Counts!

Kristin Kelly, Staff  Attorney, ABA Center on Children and the Law (DC)
Debbie Winters, Dependency Liaison, School Board of Broward County (FL)
Dennis Leggett, Foster Youth Education Liaison, Neighborhoods for Kids (CA)

“Collaboration” is an often used term, but how to begin the conversation between child welfare and education, work together to 
improve education outcomes for youth in care, and ensure that the collaboration continues, is a challenge. This panel will present 
a synopsis of how the education and child welfare collaborations in Broward County, Florida and San Diego, California began and 
currently functions, as well as discuss lessons learned in the ongoing process. Participants will learn about the benefi ts and barriers 
of the collaboration from an education and child welfare perspective. Panelists will provide tips and tools for replication in other 
jurisdictions.

Beyond School Enrollment: Helping Unaccompanied Youth Access Needed Services

Karen Fessler, Education Advocate, Project Connect, Cincinnati Public Schools (OH)
Barb Dexter, Homeless Liaison, Anchorage School District (AK)
Stacey Violante Cote, MSW, Director, Teen Legal advocacy Clinic, Center for Children’s Advocacy, 

University of Connecticut School of Law (CT)

Unaccompanied youth face numerous barriers to their safety, survival, and well-being—barriers that are present outside of the 
education system but also jeopardize students’ educational success. This session will provide legal information and practical strate-
gies for assisting youth to address issues such as fi nancial aid for college, housing, public benefi ts, employment, medical and mental 
health treatment, child welfare involvement, juvenile justice, emancipation and immigration.
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It Takes a School: A Team Approach

Linda S. Hajj, Principal, Lake Anne Elementary School (VA)
Brendan Menuey, Assistant Principal, Lake Anne Elementary School (VA)

Two elementary school leaders will share their systems and their experiences with registering students quickly and appropriately, 
letting teachers know important background information, and meeting with case managers regularly. They will explain how they 
attempt to serve their students’ needs while complying with federal law without adding stigma to these children. Interagency coop-
eration will be addressed, as will the important collaboration that goes on within a school building, highlighting the role of mentors, 
counselors, nurses, registrars, social workers, parent liaisons, teachers, and administrators.

Host Homes for Homeless Youth: A Safe Haven for Unaccompanied Youth

Joan Abbot, Local Homeless Liaison, Traverse City Schools (MI)

HHHY off ers unaccompanied youth in northwest Michigan a host home in their community with a goal of completing high school. 
This presentation will provide detailed information on program design, collaboration, and delivery. Topics include the history and 
current operating details, collaborations, and funding sources. Participants will receive copies of program forms and training materi-
als that will assist in planning a similar program in their own communities.

The Big Picture: Policy Updates on Youth, Budget, Child Welfare, and Housing

Barbara Duffi  eld, Policy Director, NAEHCY (DC)
JooYeun Chang, Director, Public Policy, Casey Family Programs (DC)
Bob Reeg, National Network for Youth (DC)
Phillip Lovell, Vice President for Education Policy, First Focus (DC)
Jeremy Rosen, Executive Director, National Policy and Advocacy Council on Homelessness (DC)

The success and well-being of children and youth in homeless situations or in foster care depend on many systems outside of edu-
cation. McKinney-Vento personnel and service providers should be aware of recent and pending changes that will impact available 
services to our children and youth. This session will review policy and legislative developments, including a budget outlook on 
children’s issues, the reauthorization of the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act, child welfare legislative reform (Parts B and E of Title 
IV of the Social Security Act and the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act), and major housing programs (Housing Trust Fund, 
Section 8 Family Unifi cation Program, etc.).

Serving Students Displaced by Disasters: A Panel Discussion

Christina Dukes, Program Specialist, National Center for Homeless Education (NC)
Laverne Dunn, State Coordinator for Homeless Education (LA)
Connie Thompson, District Homeless Liaison, Houston Independent School District (TX)

Come learn from experienced state and local level homeless education professionals how your school district can be better pre-
pared to respond to disaster, including supporting displaced students. Listen as these professionals describe the challenges faced 
in the aftermath of a disaster, off er lessons learned in responding to disaster, and share their most important suggestions for how 
your school district can prepare before disaster strikes.

Determining Eligibility: Case-By-Case Problem Solving Under McKinney-
Vento’s Defi nition of “Homeless”

Estella Garza, Homeless Liaison, San Antonio Independent School District (TX)
Patricia Julianelle, Legal Counsel, NAEHCY (WA)

This workshop puts the legal standards for determining McKinney-Vento eligibility (“fi xed, regular, and adequate”) into operation. 
By applying good strategies and problem-solving to real-life scenarios, attendees will navigate the Act’s “black and white” and “grey” 
areas. Scenarios may confi rm or challenge participants’ present ideas, so be prepared for fl exible thinking!
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Concurrent Sessions 5
3:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., continued

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Youth: Reaching our Communities’ 
Most Overlooked and Underserved Youth

Seth Croft, Institute for Equality Coordinator, Richmond Organization for Sexual Minority Youth (VA)

This session serves to teach professionals in educational settings how to recognize and respond to the unique needs of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender (GLBT) youth. Participants will develop site specifi c skills and strategies to meet this population’s needs 
individually while also impacting policy and practice within the education system, creating a safe learning environment for all 
youth.

Risk and Resilience in Homeless and Highly Mobile Children in Minneapolis

Ann S. Masten, Ph.D., Professor, Institute of Child Development, University of Minnesota (MN)
Elizabeth Hinz, Homeless Liaison, Minneapolis Public Schools (MN) 

Data showing striking variation in school success among homeless/highly mobile students will be presented, including analyses 
of achievement growth comparing mobile students to others in a large urban district and data with video examples from more 
focused studies of child and parent skills associated with school success in young students.

Educational Decisionmaking for Children and Youth in Out-of-Home Care

Kathleen M. McNaught, Project Director, Center on Children and the Law, American Bar Association (DC)
Janet Stotland, Co-Director, Education Law Center (PA)

Studies show that 30-50 percent of children in foster care are involved with the special education system. Therefore, it is critical that 
educators are able to identify the child’s special education decisionmaker. Unfortunately, however, for children in foster care this is 
often unclear. This session will highlight the new provisions for IDEA 2004 and the fi nal regulations that accompany the new law as 
they related to special education decision making for children in out-of-home care. Special attention will be paid to the defi nition 
of parent, surrogate parent appointments, and other important advocacy issues that professionals working with children in foster 
care need to know.

Caring for Homeless Children: Meeting the Needs of Homeless Children 
Through the Delivery of Quality Child Care

Maria Winstien, Principal Director of the Learning Center, Warren Village (CO)
Pamela Lozow, Housing Director, Warren Village (CO)

Representatives from Warren Village will demonstrate the benefi ts of intra- and inter-agency communication when managing the 
network of care for both child and parent. By building bridges between parents, teachers, and family advocates we provide a greater 
support system and opportunities for success for the children we serve.

Homeless at the Movies
Double Session continued from 1:45

Patrick Lopez, Senior Program Coordinator, Texas Homeless Education Offi  ce (TX) 

Preventing Youth Homelessness Following Incarceration: Identifying and Supporting Youth 
At-risk of Becoming Homeless after Release from Institutional Settings
Double Session continued from 1:45

Simon Gonsoulin, ND-TAC Director, American Institutes for Research (DC)
Natalie Keegan, Community Relations Specialist, ND-TAC, American Institutes for Research (DC)
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Annual Membership Meeting

 ~  ~ Regency Ballroom ~Regency Ballroom ~

Meet the Board of Directors and Professional Staff .

Hear what the NAEHCY team has been working on this year. 

Get updates on policy, legislative action, and what to expect in the next session.

Help set the course for the year to come.

Find out how you can contribute to this valuable work.

~ ~ Light refreshments Light refreshments ~~

National Center for Homeless Education 
at the SERVE Center

Linking Resources for Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness

The National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) is the U.S. Department of Education’s information and technical assistance 
center for homeless education. NCHE helps school districts and communities successfully address the needs of children and their 
families and unaccompanied youth who are experiencing homelessness. 

NCHE provides current and comprehensive information on the following: 

Current and comprehensive information on the McKinney-Vento Act, topics relevant to serving
 homeless children and youth, State Coordinators for homeless education, State and local 
resources

Handbooks and toolkits

Online trainings, tutorials, and training materials

Links to other organizations, documents, and reports

Networking opportunities

•

•

•

•

•

 Contact the NCHE Helpline

1-800-308-2145 or via email at 
homeless@serve.org

Visit the NCHE Website:

www.serve.org/nche

Join the Listserv 

Contact: bhartnes@serve.org for details

NAEHCY Annual Meeting
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Sunday
November 2, 2008
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Concurrent Sessions 6
8:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Increasing Awareness of Homeless Children and Youth: Tools and Strategies

Diane Nilan, Founder and Director, HEAR US, Inc. (IL)

Increasing the district’s and local community’s awareness of homeless children and youth is the daunting challenge of any home-
less liaison or service provider. My Own Four Walls, a series of powerful documentaries featuring children and youth talking about 
their homelessness, off ers an eff ective tool to help communities identify and understand the impact of homelessness, especially on 
children and teens.

Cutting Through the Red Tape: Streamlining Access to Early Education and 
Care for Homeless Families

Brad Kramer, Director of Policy and Advocacy, Horizons for Homeless Children (MA)
Janet McKeon, Acting Associate Commissioner for Finance Assistance, Department of Early Education and Care (MA)
Renee Montague, Program Developer in the Housing and Homeless Services Unit of the Department of Transitional 

Assistance (MA)

Homeless families face many barriers to child care. This session will show how state agencies, shelter staff  and child care resource 
& referral agencies can work together to break down some of those barriers. Presenters will highlight an innovative Massachusetts 
collaboration to streamline child care access for homeless families that can be replicated in other states.

Success: Formerly Homeless Youth on ‘What Works’

Patricia Bravo – Consultant for YouthBuild USA, Former Executive Director of LAYC YouthBuild Program (DC)
Antonio Almeida – Graduate of YouthBuild Fall River

For millions of homeless and runaway youth, education and employment are a challenge. YouthBuild provides the chance for low-
income youth to get a degree, serve their communities, and gain job skills by building aff ordable housing. Panelists will share their 
fi rsthand experiences as youth who have been there—and have overcome challenges.

Reproductive Health Strategies to Meet the Needs of Runaway and Homeless Youth

Kayla Jackson, Vice President of Programs, National Network for Youth (DC)

Runaway and homeless youth are the most vulnerable population of youth with a higher likelihood of negative sexual health out-
comes due to substance abuse, survival sex, and other risk factors. This workshop will give participants a better understanding of 
the unique HIV prevention needs of this population as well as strategies to address then.

View from the Hill: Congressional Staff  on Homeless Legislation

Barbara Duffi  eld, Policy Director, NAEHCY (DC)
Denise Forte, Director of Education Policy, House Committee on Education and Labor, 
 U.S. Representative George Miller (D-CA) – Invited
David Johns, Education Policy Advisor, U.S. Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA) - Invited
Kathryn Young, Legislative Assistant, U.S. Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) - Invited

This session off ers the opportunity to hear from, and interact with, Congressional staff  from the education and housing committees. 
Legislative issues aff ecting children, youth, and families experiencing homelessness will be addressed, including key issues for the 
111th Congress. Learn what is at stake, and what you can do about it! 

Panel of Federal Programs

Diana Bowman, Director, National Center for Homeless Education (NC)

A facilitated dialogue between session participants and representatives from the representatives from the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation’s Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program, the Offi  ce of Special Education Programs, and m Student Financial 
Assistance Programs; Department of Health and Human Services - Administration for Children, Youth, and Families; Department of 
Agriculture; and Head Start will focus on services, challenges, and possibilities related to serving homeless children and youth.
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Concurrent Sessions 6
8:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m., continued

Eff ective Teaching and At-Risk/Highly Mobile Students: What Do Award-Winning Teachers Do?

Leslie Grant, Ph.D., Visiting Assistant Professor, The College of William and Mary (VA)
Patricia Popp, Ph.D., State Coordinator, Project HOPE-VA, The College of William and Mary, (VA)
James Stronge, Ph.D., Heritage Professor, The College of William and Mary (VA)

Whether for a week, a month, or a year, a teacher can have an impact on at-risk/highly mobile students. Presenters will share the 
fi nal results from six case studies regarding teaching practices and beliefs of outstanding teachers who work with students who face 
diffi  cult challenges.

Empowering Adolescents through the Transitional Cycle

Katherine Marshall-Polite, Senior Youth Development Manager, New York City Department of Education (NY) 

Hear from student leaders, along with other presenters, about student-developed programs that fortify the self-esteem and life 
skills of transitional and unaccompanied youth. These programs engage young people in mentoring, entrepreneurship, and com-
munity service. Participants will learn how to design and implement youth-created and coordinated programs, preview student-
created videos to create awareness, and obtain tools for program development.

Portrait of Self: Portable Histories for Homeless Students

Hugh Merrill, Professor, Kansas City Arts Institute and Executive Director, Chameleon Arts and Youth Development (MO)
Staci Pratt, Homeless Liaison, Kansas City Public Schools (MO)

An ongoing collaboration between a homeless liaison and Chameleon Arts and Youth Development has engaged homeless stu-
dents in creating portable histories. Titled a “Portrait of Self,” the workbook curriculum involves an interdisciplinary artistic, creative, 
journaling, storytelling, and community service tool aimed at accelerating student achievement through teaching vital academic, 
personal, social, and creative skills.

Child Welfare Resources for Educators

Debbie Staub, Education Advisor, Casey Family Programs (WA)
Kathleen M. McNaught, Project Director, Center on Children and the Law, American Bar Association (DC)

The unique educational needs of youth in foster care are seldom addressed or recognized. Participants will learn about newly devel-
oped tools and resources that they can use to educate others about this unique population and they will be able to return from this 
conference better equipped to support these students as they reach their educational goals and dreams.

Monday
November 3, 2008

Continuing Education Units (CEUs)

See page 12 for  detailed instructions about fulfi lling requirements 

for this opportunity on site at the conference.

The link to complete your evaluation of the conference and obtain your CEU certifi cate will be open from Wednes-
day, November 5 through Friday, December 19, 2008. To access the evaluation go to:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=CQTRu8WwGFkIExx5N1nXlA_3d_3d

You may also access this survey through the NAEHCY conference web site at http://www.naehcy.org/conf/conf_
2008.html.  If you do not have online access in order to complete the CEU evaluation, please contact Tim Stahlke at 
512-475-9709 or Jeanne Stamp at 512-475-6898 for alternate access to the evaluation. 

All persons completing a conference evaluation will be eligible to enter a drawing for a free 

registration at next year’s conference in Denver, Colorado!

KENNEDY

POTOMAC 5

POTOMAC 6

WASHINGTON B

CW Track
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Closing Session
10:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Steven Constantino

How Family Engagement

Supports Learning Outcomes for All Students

Dr. Steven Constantino is currently Associate Superintendent for Leadership and Learning in the Cobb County, GA 
School District. He is the founder and CEO of Family Friendly Schools and a nationally recognized expert and con-
sultant in the area of parental involvement. Constantino is the former Principal of Stonewall Jackson High School 
in Prince William County, Virginia, Time Magazine’s High School of the Year in 2001. During Dr. Constantino’s tenure 
at Stonewall Jackson, student achievement consistently improved and the school became one of the largest and 
most successful International Baccalaureate Schools in the world, with 87% of the students scoring at or above the 
world mean on IB examinations.

Monday
November 3, 2008

Service Project Donations

Sock Drive
Thurmont Middle School, Melanie Ware and her 7th 
Grade Language Arts Students (MD)

Dental Hygiene
 Northern VA Dental Clinic

Books for all reading levels and ages
 Families Forward
 Partner Arms I, II, & III
 East River Family Support Collaborative

Thanks to all who contributed to these projects!

Conference Evaluation & Attendance Certifi cate

Your input is invaluable to the NAEHCY board and conference planning committees. Please take a few minutes to com-
plete a conference evaluation, even if you do not need to obtain a CEU or conference attendance certifi cate.

The link to complete your evaluation of the conference will be open from Wednesday, November 5 through Friday, 
December 19, 2008. To access the evaluation go to:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=CQTRu8WwGFkIExx5N1nXlA_3d_3d

You may also access this site through the NAEHCY conference web site at http://www.naehcy.org/conf/conf_2008.
html. Once you have completed your evaluation, you will be directed to the page where you will print your attendance 
certifi cate. 

All persons completing a conference evaluation will be eligible to enter a drawing for a free registration 

at next year’s conference in Denver, Colorado!



Building Futures Through Education

November 14-17, 2009

Denver Marriott City Center

Up-to-the-minute conference details are available at www.naehcy.org
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Submit a proposal to present at the 21st Annual Conference. The REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS is posted 
to the NAEHCY web site. Share your challenges and successes! Deadline for submissions is June 1, 
2009. 

Promote the 21st Annual Conference among your colleagues, friends and neighbors at trainings, par-
ties, and events. Materials that can be distributed will be posted to the Annual Conference section 
of the NAEHCY web site.

Denver, Colorado is the perfect blend of outdoor adventure and city 
life. That is what locals love about the Mile High City. With snowcapped peaks providing a spec-
tacular backdrop, Denver is as refi ned as it is laid-back. It’s a place where aerospace engineers 
rub elbows with rock climbers at local brewpubs, at art festivals, or while strolling their favor-
ite pedestrian mall. And with 300 days of sunshine per year, it’s easy to see why people fall in 
love with Denver the fi rst time they visit. For more information on our great city, check it out at
www.VISITDENVER.com. We look forward to seeing you next year!
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KENNEDY

Communication Across 
Language Barriers

Be the Lollipop Embracing McKinney-
Vento

JEFFERSON
Making It Rainbow Clear

Double Session
Reaching the 

Youngest

LINCOLN
Implementing MV: 

Large Urban District
Building Bridges Making the Numbers 

Crystal Clear

ROOSEVELT
It Takes More than a 

Diploma R.E.A.D.I.
Educating Schools and 

the Community

POTOMAC 1-2
McKinney-Vento 101

Meeting the Educational 
Needs of 

Unaccompanied Youth High School Reform

POTOMAC 3-4
Ensuring Access to Early 

Education
College Admissions and 

Financial Aid

Homeless Education 
and Special Education as 

Partners

POTOMAC 5
McKinney-Vento Project Evaluation 

and Outcomes
Double Session

Building Blocks: Shelter-
Based Programs

POTOMAC 6
Students with Critical 

Needs

Beyond School: 
Principles of Positive 

Support

Increasing Partnerships 
for Out of School Youth

WASHINGTON 
A 

Increasing College 
Access for Homeless and 

Foster Youth

Head Start – The Basics
HUD Homeless Services

WASHINGTON 
B

Awaiting Foster Care 
Placement

Child Welfare 101 School-Based Foster 
Parent Recruitment 

Eff orts

ARLINGTON

For State Coordinators: 
Learning from 

Experience

For State Coordinators: 
Coordinating with Title I

Playtime for Young 
Children in Homeless 

Shelters

FAIRFAX Maslow Project In School: Principles of 
Positive Support

PRINCE 
WILLIAM

Children’s Early 
Language Development Voices of Youth

CW TrackCW Track
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INTRO

INTRO

CW Track

INTRO

INTRO

INTRO
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CONFERENCE OVERVIEW CONCURRENT SESSIONS 4-6

Sunday Afternoon, November 2 Monday Morning, November 3

Room Name
 1:45 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Concurrent Sessions 4
3:15 p.m.- 4:30 p.m.
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Step-by-Step Program 

Development It Takes a School: A Team 
Approach Portrait of Self

JEFFERSON Making It Real Back Home Host Homes for Homeless 
Youth Cutting Through the Red Tape

LINCOLN
Jump Starting Inter-

Agency Collaboration
Serving Students 

Displaced by Disasters
Formerly Homeless Youth on

What Works

ROOSEVELT

Educating Homeless 
Children in Rural Areas Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Trans-

gender Youth Reproductive Health Strategies

POTOMAC 1-2
Reauthorization: A 

Forum on Our Future The Big Picture View From the Hill

POTOMAC 3-4
Responding to the
Foreclosure Crisis Risk and Resilience Increasing Awareness of 

Homeless Children and Youth

POTOMAC 5
Preventing Youth Homelessness

Following Incarceration
Double Session

What Do Award-Winning 
Teachers Do?

POTOMAC 6
Homeless at the Movies

Double Session
Empowering Adolescents 

Through the Transitional Cycle

WASHINGTON 
A 

Beyond School Enrollment: 
Unaccompanied Youth

Determining Eligibility
Panel of Federal Programs

WASHINGTON 
B

Collaboration: Child 
Welfare and Education

Educational 
Decisionmaking

Child Welfare Resources for 
Educators

ARLINGTON
Coordinating with Title I on 

the Homeless Set-Aside
Caring for Homeless 

Children

FAIRFAX
Trauma, Self-Regulation 

and Coping Skills

PRINCE 
WILLIAM

Serving Pregnant and Par-
enting Homeless Youth

CW Track CW Track

INTRO

CW Track

INTRO

INTRO
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Map of the Hyatt Regency Conference Areas
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