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Evaluating Your Children’s Empathy Development

Pre-empathy skill Individual

children

Child understands that he is a separate individual, his own person
Child understands that others can have different thoughts & feelings than he has

Child recognizes the common feelings that most people experience — happiness,
surprise, anger, disappointment, sadness, etc.

Child is able to look at a particular situation and imagine how he (and therefore
his friend) might feel in this moment

Child can imagine what response might be appropriate or comforting in that
particular situation
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