
2017 NAEHCY PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP        OCTOBER 28, 2017        CHICAGO, IL

An Immersive Approach 
to Awareness: 
From Schools to Community

Pam Kies-Lowe, Michigan State MV Coordinator 

Linda Mirabal Pace, South Carolina State MV Coordinator

Kaleigh Buris, Regional MV Coordinator, Newaygo, MI

Kelly-Jo Shebeck, Local Liaison, Clark County, NV

John Daniels, Home Sweet Homelessness, Traverse City , MI

Pamela Story, Social Work Coordinator/Liaison, Fayetteville, NC

2017 NAEHCY PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP        OCTOBER 28, 2017        CHICAGO, IL



2017 NAEHCY PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP        OCTOBER 28, 2017        CHICAGO, IL 2

2

Todayõs 
Objectives

Objective 1:

Participants will acknowledge the barriers to identifying homeless 
children at the school level.

Objective 2:

Participants will recognize multiple sources who may refer families 
and youth experiencing homelessness to local district liaisons. 

Objective 3:

Participants will identify and experience professional development 
opportunities for homeless awareness trainings that can be  
adapted for any audience. 

Objective 4:

Participants will recognize the need for an immersive approach to 
professional development that will positively influence the attitudes 
of school staff and community members and lead to improved 
identification and support of students living in transition.
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Through the Eyes of Homeless Children

Can you imagine being homeless?                                                       

Now imagine being a homeless child. 

This video was produced to help our community 

understand what children think, feel and experience 

when they become homeless.

Through the Eyes of Homeless Children

WellspringFS

Published on Apr 22, 2011
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KO3ec5qRub4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJNZ6jsDiQog-t0euV_OAtw


Immersive 
Activities 

= 
Experiential 

Learning
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Experiential Learning
Learning that is considered "experiential" contains all 
the following elements: 

ÅOpportunities for learners to take initiative, make 
decisions and be accountable for the results 

ÅProvides opportunities for learners to engage 
intellectually, creatively, emotionally, socially, or 
physically

ÅReflection 

ÅCritical analysis and synthesis 
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Experiential Learning  cont.

ÅExperiential learning is about creating activities based 

on real -life situations that engage learners/ 

participants in problem -solving with no 

predetermined right answers . 

ÅThe learning occurs during the reflective process 

where students assess their decisions in the light 

of natural consequences, mistakes, and successes.
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Immersive 

Awareness:

BENEFITS
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ÅProvides a better understanding of 

what homeless families and youth may 

be facing on a daily basis 

ÅImproves understanding of the 

choices that those experiencing 

homelessness make, so that staff may 

better assist students and families

ÅPositively influences the attitudes of 

school staff and community members

ÅLeads to improved identification and 

support of students living in transition
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Immersive 

Awareness:

BENEFITS cont.
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ÅRe-energizes liaisons, state 

coordinators and other staff who 

provide frequent trainings

ÅHelps school staff and communities to 

recognize the broad definition of 

homelessness and its impact on our 

students and their learning

ÅSupports collaboration between 

communities and schools to provide a 

wider range of services and supports 

to ensure student needs are met  
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PANELISTS:  How We Enhance Awareness 
Using Immersive Activities

ÅLinda Mirabal Pace, South Carolina State MV Coordinator

ÅKaleigh Buris, Regional MV Coordinator, Newaygo, MI

ÅKelly-Jo Shebeck, Local Liaison, Clark County, NV

ÅPam Kies-Lowe, Michigan State MV Coordinator 
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Linda Mirabal -Pace, State MV Coordinator, SC

ÅIt Canõt Happen to Me! Oré Can It?  (Causes of Homelessness)

ÅPrevious MV Student Presentations                                                                                       
Youth who have graduated tell their stories.  It makes it real.                                          

This gets the best feedback.

ÅFire! Get Out!

o You only have five minutes to get out of the house. What would you grab? 

o 10 minutes to write on chart paper. Report out. 

o At the end, how many listed birth certificates, school papers, etc. 

o What happens if you lose 
everything?

ÅPoverty Tour USA - https://vimeo.com/35903896

10

https://vimeo.com/35903896
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Kaleigh Buris, Regional MV Grant Coordinator, 
Newaygo County RESA, MI
ÅRural brings challenges

o Doubled up ðis it really homeless?!

o No shelters ðdo we really have homeless students here?! 

ÅWhy Immersive Activities?
o Promotes empathy

ÅEffects of doubled up are hard to understand ðespecially for local district staff

o Increases understanding of MANY facets of homelessness

ÅEspecially, what decisions they have to make every day

o Increases ability of liaisons to work with homeless students/families

ÅEmpathy, understanding, openness, non -judgmental, etc. 

ÅHow Do We Do This?
o Focus: 1 per year

o Lead liaisons through activity at liaison professional development

ÅGOAL: equip them to lead in their own district
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Kelly-Jo Shebeck, Title I HOPE, Clark County, NV

ÅClark County School Districtõs McKinney-Vento Liaison

ÅLarge school district challenges (358 schools)

McKinney -Vento Homeless Overview

ÅStaff & department meetings

ÅOne required monitoring visit per year

ÅOnline training course

ÅOpen house for community agencies

Immersive Awareness Activities

ÅAfter -school professional development

ÅHomeless Awareness Mini -Conference


