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A COLLABORATION BETWEEN FOSTER CARE AND HOMELESS EDUCATION 

MICHIGAN SUMMARY – 2008 TO 2017
HISTORY

McKinney-Vento Act – “Awaiting foster care placement definition”

Michigan SEA Guidance on Definition of Awaiting Foster Care Placement                 (Initially issued in 2006)
The McKinney-Vento Act of 2001 specifically covered children awaiting foster care placement [42 U.S.C. §1434A(2)(B)(i)]. However, the Act did not define that phrase. Federal guidance recommended that educators and advocates consult state laws, regulations and policies (in both education and social services).  Due to the temporary nature of foster care placements, in general, the MDE Homeless Education Office determined a foster care placement to be temporary until a child/youth has been in the care of the same foster parent for a minimum of six continuous months.
· Once any student is identified as “homeless” or McKinney-Vento eligible, that eligibility for services is retained for the rest of that current school year (as noted in the law.) Eligibility ends at the end of the school year, and is reconsidered at the beginning of the next school year.
· Once students are no longer McKinney-Vento eligible (after 6 continuous months in the same placement) they are entitled to continue at their school of origin under the Fostering Connections Act but the Department of Human Services (DHS) provides for the cost of transportation. 

Michigan State Law 

P.A. 0186 (December 17, 2009)
§1148(2)  -  If a child who is under court jurisdiction under section 2(b) of chapter XIIA of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.2, is placed in foster care, a school district shall allow the child to enroll in and attend the appropriate grade in the school selected by the department of human services or a child placing agency without regard to whether or not the child is residing in that school district. If the selection results in a child transferring to another school, the child’s school records shall be transferred as provided under section 1135.

P.A. 0187 (Dec 17, 2009) defines the term “student” for pupil accounting purposes.

State Child Welfare Agency

Dwayne B. v. Granholm Consent Agreement

Michigan Settlement :  Dwayne B. v. Granholm (October 24, 2008)
http://www.childrensrights.org/reform-campaigns/legal-cases/michigan-dwayne-b-v-granholm
· VIII.A.4.b(v)                                                                                            Supports for Children Transitioning to Adulthood, pgs. 35-36 –                       By October 2009, DHS shall hire 14 regional Education Planners who shall provide consultation and support to youth age 14 and older in accessing educational services and in developing individualized education plans, including identifying all available financial aid resources.  (17 were hired)
· VIII.A.5(a,b,c)                                                                                         Provision of Educational Services, pages 36-37 –

· DHS shall ensure that each child is screened for general and educational needs within 30 days of his/her entry into foster care.

· DHS shall take reasonable steps to ensure that school-aged foster children are registered for and attending school within 5 days of initial placement or any placement change, including while placed in congregate care or emergency placements. No child shall be home schooled pursuant to MCL Section 380.1561(3)(f).

· DHS shall make reasonable efforts to ensure the continuity of a child’s educational experience by keeping the child in a familiar or current school and neighborhood, when this is in the child’s best interests and feasible, and by limiting the number of school changes the child experiences.

Cross-Agency Training

· June 28, 2010:  The 14 DHS Foster Care Education Planners were trained by the State Homeless Coordinator in McKinney-Vento Law, guidance, MI policies and procedures, as well as strategies and best practices to coordinate and collaborate with McKinney-Vento Education District Liaisons to ensure school stability for youth over 14 yrs old (initial target group). 

· August 17, 2010:  The State Court Administrators Office sponsored a training for System of Care communities, state and local agencies (Child Welfare, Community Mental Health, Juvenile Justice, Education, Courts, etc.) to focus on Educational Issues in Child Welfare.  Presenters included attorneys from the American Bar Association’s Center on Foster Care and Education, the Michigan Protection and Advocacy Service, the Michigan State Coordinator for Homeless Education, and Dr. Amy Dworsky of Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago.  DHS Education Planners and Homeless Education Grant Coordinators were included, as well, with the intention of sharing this learning with District Homeless Education Liaisons and Foster Care Case Workers.

· September 25, 2010:  At the MDE Homeless Education Conference, McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Grant Coordinators and DHS Foster Care Education Planners participated in a collaboration meeting during which they were paired by regions of the state to discuss best practices and strategize on how to best serve foster youth in each region.  
In addition, a panel of DHS Education Planners and their supervisor presented a workshop to District Homeless Education Liaisons about their program, followed by a discussion of collaboration strategies.

· July 14, 2011:  The State Court Administrators Office sponsored a webinar to share results of the DHS-MDE collaboration and best practices from the first year, and to provide training for new DHS Foster Care Education Planners and District Homeless Education Liaisons.  Presenters included the supervisor of the DHS Foster Care Education Planners, the Michigan State Coordinator for Homeless Education, and the Oakland County Education Planner and Homeless Grant Coordinator.  The video of this training will be posted on the websites of both agencies for use in future trainings.
· September 26, 2011:  At the MDE Special Populations Conference, McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Grant Coordinators and DHS Foster Care Education Planners participated in a collaboration meeting during which they were paired by regions of the state to discuss best practices and strategize on how to best serve foster youth in each region.  

In addition, a workshop session was held (similar format to the July 2011 webinar) to share results of the DHS-MDE collaboration and best practices from the first year to an audience of District Homeless Education Liaisons.  Presenters included the supervisor of the DHS Foster Care Education Planners and the Oakland County team of the DHS Foster Care Education Planner and McKinney-Vento Homeless Grant Coordinator.
· October 12-13, 2011:  The State Court Administrators Office (SCAO) again sponsored the annual Statewide System of Care Conference in Lansing, MI, for System of Care communities and state and local agencies (Child Welfare, Community Mental Health, Juvenile Justice, Education, Courts, etc.).  The focus was on Innovation & Transformation – Building On Our Successes.  The State Coordinator for Homeless Education served on the planning committee for this conference this year, as well as presenting a workshop with the DHHS child Welfare Analyst on the DHS-MDE collaboration model at the conference.  

· 2012:  Michigan DHS hired and trained additional three (3) Foster Care Education Planners to serve foster youth in the northern lower peninsula and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

· 2013 to Present:  The MDE State Coordinator for Homeless Education and the supervisor of the DHS Foster Care Education Planners scheduled annual cross-agency trainings and webinars to continue the sharing of collaborative best practices across the state.

· 2013 – Present:  Regional meetings were held throughout the state with McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Grant Coordinators, MDE Program Monitors, the MDE State Coordinator, and District Liaisons.  DHS Foster Care Education Planners will also be invited to attend these in each of the five regions of Michigan.  This occurs annually.
· 2015 ESSA CHANGES:  With the passage of the Every Student Succeeds Act ESSA) and the amendments to the McKinney-Vento Act (MV), removing youth awaiting foster care placement from the definition of homelessness, the State MV Coordinator and Foster Care Education supervisor began planning to coordinate the homeless education and foster care education programs to meet the new requirements.

· 2015 – 2016:  The MDE State Coordinator for Homeless Education and the supervisor of the DHS Foster Care Education Planners held cross-agency trainings and webinars to present the new law and guidance to LEAs and Child Welfare staff throughout the state.  The collaborative model for the state was shared and detailed A & A time was offered.

· 2017:  A Foster Care Education Consultant was hired by the Office of Field Services (Title I Program) to transition the foster care collaboration model from the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program to the new Foster Care Education Program.  Kathleen Hoehne continues to work with the DHHS supervisor, all MI county DHHS Education Points of Contact and LEA Foster Care Liaisons to develop the details of this continuing collaboration.
Future Plans
· Many of the current LEA Foster Care Liaisons are also serving as the MV Homeless Education Liaisons. Some MV Liaisons currently have the capacity to serve both foster and homeless students, while others are finding it a struggle. During the 2017-18-19 school years, some LEAs may work with the new Foster Care Education Consultant to transition this function to separate staff to better enable capacity for the work of both roles.
· The MDE Foster Care Education Consultant and the DHS Foster Care Education Supervisor are scheduling many cross-agency trainings and webinars to share the requirements and developing program details with communities and agencies across the state.

· The MDE Foster Care Education Consultant is attending the 2017 National Association for the Education of Homeless children and Youth (NAEHCY) conference in Chicago in October 2017, along with the State Coordinator for Homeless Education, to broaden her learning and build capacity for the new SEA role.  (She is in this session!)  😊
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