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UNDERSTANDING HUD 
HOMELESS CATEGORIES

LOCATION: National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth

DATE: Tuesday, October 30, 2018
TIME: 10:00 am – 11:15 am
PRESENTER: Ken Martin, Texas Homeless Education Office
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Download Presentation and 
Handouts

https://bit.ly/2qerFkg

Download the package
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https://bit.ly/2qerFkg


Contents of Handouts

 Agenda
 Powerpoint Presentation
 Statutory Authority (ESSA)
 What is a CoC
 Common Terms and Acronyms
 Federal Definitions of Homelessness
 Homeless Definition (from HUD website)
 Case Scenarios (Small Group Activity)
 Homeless Eligibility (from HUD website)
 AnySchool Sample release of information
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Contents of Handouts - 2

 Post-Test
 Trainer’s Agenda
 Post-Test – Answers
 Homelessness Reporting Form
 Case Scenarios – Trainer Guide
 Certificate of Successful Completetion
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Texas Education for Homeless
Children and Youth (TEHCY) Program

Welcome
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduce self
Find out who is in the room. Liaisons? Other school staff? Service providers? 
Establish parking lot.




Training Overview
● Welcome

● Why Become a HUD 
Certifier?

● Coordination and 
Collaboration

● Understanding HUD 
Homeless Assistance 
Programs

● HUD Definition of 
Homelessness/Chronic 
Homelessness

● Eligibility for HUD Programs

● Documentation of 
Homelessness

● Emergency Solutions Grant

● Coordinated Entry

● Other Helpful HUD Programs

● Housing in Texas

● Contact Info
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*Handout Agenda
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Certifying Homelessness 

for 

Homeless Liaisons

Using the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Definition



Agenda

Date

Registration Opens



Welcome and Introductions



Pre-Test



Why Become a HUD Certifier?



Coordination and Collaboration



How Does Your Community Collaborate – Group Activity



Understanding HUD Homeless Assistance Programs



HUD Definition of Homelessness/Chronic Homelessness



Break



Determining Homeless Status – Case Studies



Eligibility for HUD Programs 



Documentation of Homelessness



Emergency Solutions Grant



Coordinated Entry



Other HUD Programs



[image: ]Post-Test, Evaluations, Wrap Up
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Certifying Homelessness 

for 

Homeless Liaisons

Using the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Definition



Agenda

Date



8:30 am – 9:00 am			Registration Opens



9:00 am – 9:10 am			Welcome and Introductions



9:10 am – 9:15 am			Pre-Test



9:15 am – 9:25 am			Why Become a HUD Certifier?



9:25 am – 9:30 am			Coordination and Collaboration



9:30 am – 9:40 am	How Does Your Community Collaborate – Group Activity



9:40 am – 9:45 am			Understanding HUD Homeless Assistance Programs



9:45 am – 10:30 am	HUD Definition of Homelessness/Chronic Homelessness



10:30 am – 10:45 am		Break



10:45 am – 11:00 am		Pop Quiz – Determining Homeless Status



11:00 am – 11:15 am		Eligibility for HUD Programs 



11:15 am – 11:25 am		Documentation of Homelessness



11:25 am – 11:40 am		Emergency Solutions Grant



11:40 am – 11:50 am		Coordinated Entry



11:50 am – 11:52 am		Other HUD Programs



[image: ]11:52 am – Noon			Post-Test, Evaluations, Wrap Up
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Becoming a HUD Certifier

Slide 10



New Authority under the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
“A local educational agency liaison…may affirm, without 
further agency action by [HUD], that a child or 
youth…who meets the eligibility requirements…is eligible 
for such program or service.” 42 U.S.C. 11432 (g)(6)(D)

[State Coordinators shall] “provide professional 
development opportunities for local educational agency 
personnel…and provide training on the definitions of 
terms related to homelessness...” 42 U.S.C. 11432 (f)(6)

Slide  7

*Handout – Full statutory 
wording

Presenter
Presentation Notes
See handout for full wording of the law.
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Statutory Authority 

for Local Liaisons to Be HUD Certifiers



“A local educational agency liaison designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii) who receives training described in subsection (f)(6) may affirm, without further agency action by the Department of Housing and Urban Development, that a child or youth who is eligible for and participating in a program provided by the local education agency, or the immediate family of such a child or youth, who meets the eligibility requirements of this Act for a program or service authorized under title IV, is eligible for such program or service.” 

42 U.S.C. 11432 (g)(6)(D)



[State Coordinators shall] “provide professional development opportunities for local educational agency personnel and the local educational agency liaison designated under subsection (g)(1)(J)(ii) to assist such personnel and liaison in identifying and meeting the needs of homeless children and youths, and provide training on the definitions of terms related to homelessness specified in sections 11302 [HUD], 11360 [Chronically Homeless], and 11434a [Education] of this title to the liaison.”

42 U.S.C. 11432 (f)(6)



Benefits of Certification
 Expedite services to families and youth that are eligible 

for U.S. Dept of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) programs

 Become more aware of and involved with your local 
CoC
o Gain more understanding of how HUD programs work

 Be proactive on behalf of families and youth that are 
eligible for HUD programs

 Gain a better understanding of available resources for 
homeless families and youth
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A map with local Texas Continuum of Care areas is located near the end of the presentation.



Coordination and 
Collaboration
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Coordination and Collaboration

● Different Federal Definitions of homelessness
o Serve different segments of the population
o Often there is overlap 

● Coordination is Critical to Homeless Children 
and Youth 

● Other agencies provide
o Housing
o Healthcare
o Nutrition assistance

Therefore
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Coordination and Collaboration
● State Coordinators and Local Liaisons -

develop relationships with agency counterparts:

o To create an expedited referral system

o To help develop a more detailed understanding of 
the needs of homeless children and youth

o To develop a more effective system for serving 
homeless children and youth by sharing and using 
data
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*Handout  - Common Terms

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Individual student data may not be shared without a release of information signed by the parent/guardian, caretaker or the student if UHY.
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		Common Terms and Acronyms



		Acronym

Definition

ADA

Americans with Disabilities Act

APR

Annual Performance Report (Annual Progress Report for homeless programs)

ARRA

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

CDBG 

Community Development Block Grant (CPD program)

CoC

Continuum of Care approach to assistance to the homeless

Continuum of Care

Federal program stressing permanent solutions to homelessness.

Con Plan

Consolidated Plan, a locally developed plan for housing assistance and urban development under the Community Development Block Grant and other CPD programs

CPD 

Community Planning and Development (HUD Office of)

DUNS

Dun and Bradstreet Numbering System

ED

Executive Director or Education Department

ES

Emergency Shelter

ESG 

Emergency Solutions Grants (CPD program)

ESSA

Every Student Succeeds Act

FAFSA

Free Application for Federal Student Aid

Fair Housing Act

1968 act (amended in 1974 and 1988) providing HUD Secretary with fair housing enforcement and investigation responsibilities.

FBCO

Faith-based and Community Organizations

FEMA

Federal Emergency Management Administration

FERPA

Family Education Rights and Privacy Act

FHA 

Federal Housing Administration (HUD Office of Housing)

FMR

Fair Market Rent (maximum rent for rental assistance)

FNMA

Federal National Mortgage Association.  Federally chartered, stockholder owned corporation supporting secondary market for FHA, VA, and conventional mortgages.

FOIA

Freedom of Information Act

Freddie Mac

See FHLMC

FSS

Family Self Sufficiency program 

FY

fiscal year

Ginnie Mae

(HUD) Government National Mortgage Association

GIS

geographic information system

GSA

Government Services Administration

HARP

Home Affordable Refinance Program

HHS

Health and Human Services (U.S. Department of)

HL

Homeless Liaison – McKinney-Vento Education – one appointed in each school district (same as LL)

HMIS


Homeless Management Information System


HOME 

Home Investment Partnerships (CPD program)

HOPWA 

Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (CPD program)

HPC


High Performing Community


HQS

Housing Quality Standards

HUD

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

HUD-VASH

HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing program

IDA

Individual Development Account

IDIS

Integrated Disbursement and Information System (CPD system)

IG

Inspector General (HUD Office of)

IT

Information Technology.  

LGBTQ

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning

LIHTC

Low Income Housing Tax Credit

LL

Local Liaison – McKinney-Vento Education – one appointed in each school district

LOCCS


Line of Credit Control System


MOU

Memorandum of Understanding

MV

McKinney-Vento Act

NACO

National Association of County Officials

NOFA

(HUD) Notice of Funding Availability

Officer Next Door

HUD sale of Single Family Properties in revitalization areas to police officers in order to improve neighborhood security.

OMB

U.S. Office of Management and Budget

PATH

Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (SAMHSA)

PHA 

Public Housing Authority

PIT

Point-In-Time (annual count of homeless persons)

PJs

Participating Jurisdictions (in HOME program)

PH


Permanent Housing


PSH

Permanent Supportive Housing (PH)

RFP

Request for Proposals.  Used to solicit proposals for contracts under the negotiated procurement method.

RFQ

Request for Quotations.  Used to solicit price quotes under the simplified acquisition procurement method.

RHYA

Runaway and Homeless Youth Act

RIF

Reduction In Force.  Action by management to reduce or adjust an agency’s workforce.

ROSS

Resident Opportunity and Supportive Services

RRH

Rapid Re-Housing (PH)

SAMHSA


Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (HHS)


Section 3

Obligates PHAs to afford resident access t jobs and contracting opportunities created by federal funding.

Section 8

Housing Assistance Payment Program (Housing and Community Development Act of 1974)

Section 202/811

Programs for housing assistance to the elderly and people with disabilities

SRO

Single-Room Occupancy.  Mortgage insurance under Section 221(d) for single room apartments.

SS


Supportive Services


SSO

Supportive Services Only

SSVF


Supportive Services for Veteran Families (VA)


State Coordinator

McKinney-Vento Education – one appointed in each State

SuperNOFA

HUD’s consolidated approach to issuance of Notices of Funding Availability

TANF

Temporary Assistance to Needy Families

TH

Transitional Housing

USDA

U.S. Department of Agriculture

VA

Veterans Affairs (U.S. Department of)

VASH

HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing Program

VAWA


Violence Against Women Act


VOCA


Victims of Crime Act


Youthbuild

HUD program to promote apprenticeships for needy youth in building trades 

 







Coordination and Collaboration

●Schools and housing agencies - set up 
interagency agreements 
o for sharing data for planning, coordination, 

and evaluation
o agreements must be consistent with Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
o other relevant federal and state laws
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*Handout-Release of  
Info

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interagency refers to all agencies that provide services to homeless families, children and youth.
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How Does Your 
Community

Coordinate and
Collaborate?

Group Activity

Slide 20

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask participants to group themselves into groups of 4-6 people. Have them choose a scribe and a reporter. Ask them to write down ways that they currently collaborate in their area. Give them 5 minutes (more if they are having a good discussion). Then, ask them to list ways in which they can improve collaboration. Give them another 5 minutes (or so). Then report out one or two, then follow up with a short activity or have the groups pair up with other groups and share with each other. 
Possible use of the “ufo ball” connection activity.



Understanding HUD 
Homeless Assistance 

Programs
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Continuums of Care

● CoCs are a network of people and providers in a 
designated geographic area responsible for:

● promoting community-wide commitment to the 
goal of ending homelessness 
o providing funding for efforts by nonprofit providers, state 

and local governments
 quickly rehouse homeless individuals and families 
 minimize the trauma and dislocation caused to homeless 

individuals, families, and communities by homelessness
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*Handout –What is a 
CoC?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As liaison you should be attending local CoC meetings (if they have them in your area). 
How many of you regularly attend your CoC meeting?
Encourage audience to talk about CoC meetings? What are they like? What barriers do you have to attend them? Do you feel welcome there?
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What is a Continuum of Care?


The Continuum of Care was developed by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in 1993 to improve coordination of homeless services.  The goal of the Continuum of Care is “to ensure that homeless individuals and families move from homelessness to self-sufficiency, housing, and independent living.”


The Continuum of Care is a system of services that address the full range of homeless needs.  The components of this system consist of the primary shelter, housing and social services that homeless persons need in order to exit their situation.  A strong prevention strategy is also critical.






The key components of the Continuum of Care model are:


· Homeless Prevention


Assistance to help people maintain their housing.


· Outreach, Intake and Assessment


Outreach engages homeless persons in services and provides them with information on available assistance.  Intake and assessment serve as a point of entry in which individual or family needs are determined in order to link them to appropriate services.  


· Emergency Shelter


Short-term, safe, and decent shelter provided as an alternative to the streets.


· Transitional Housing


Housing usually with a 24-month time limit in place that has supportive services to help people develop the skills they need to live in permanent housing.


· Supportive Services

Services that are provided at any point along the Continuum of Care to address the immediate and long term needs of homeless persons.  Key services include education, employment assistance, health care, substance abuse treatment and mental health care, childcare, and transportation.

· Permanent Housing

Affordable housing in which residents pay no more than 30% of their monthly income for housing costs.

· Permanent Supportive Housing


Housing with supportive services designed to allow persons with disabilities to live in the community as independently as possible.


In order to be effective, the fundamental components of the Continuum of Care must be closely linked.  HUD describes the Continuum of Care as a “seamless system” in which homeless persons easily move from one service to another.  The system must also be flexible in order to address the unique needs of each individual.  Not all homeless individuals and families in a community will need every service in the Continuum.  In addition, not all persons will move through the Continuum in the same order.  


Continuum of Care Model







Prevention







Outreach, Intake & Assessment







Supportive Services







Emergency Shelter







Transitional Housing







Permanent Supportive Housing







Permanent



Housing











� Interagency Council on the Homeless.  (1993) Priority: Home! The Federal Plan to Break the Cycle of Homelessness Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department Housing and Urban Development.
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Continuums of Care

●promote access and use of mainstream 
programs by homeless individuals and 
families 

●optimize self-sufficiency among 
individuals and families experiencing 
homelessness
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Optimizing self-sufficiency = the greatest degree of self-sufficiency that the individual or family is capable of achieving.



Continuums of Care
● CoC funds can be used for:
o Permanent Housing
o Transitional Housing (up to 2 years)
o Rapid Re-Housing
o Support Services Only
o Homeless Management Information Services 

(HMIS)
o Homelessness Prevention 

● Visit https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/coc/ for 
more information
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In general. Not all Continuums of Care prioritize funding in the same way. 
Homelessness Prevention – CoCs can only use CoC funding for prevention if they have been designated as a “high performing community (HPC). No CoC in the country has achieved this status. More about this later in the presentation. 

HUD is making the shift away from TH to RRH in most communities. TH is still a great option for DV and UHY.

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/coc/


HUD Continuum of Care Program
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https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/coc/

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/coc/


Continuum of Care

● Continuum of Care Responsibilities:
o Submit annual applications to HUD for funding under 

a Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA)

o Develop long-term strategic plans and conduct year-
round planning

o Manage HUD’s required annual Point-In-Time (PIT) 
count of people experiencing sheltered and 
unsheltered homelessness
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Emergency Solutions Grants 
(ESG)

● ESG is a formula block grant (non-competitive) 
program

● ESG recipients generally consist of metropolitan cities, 
urban counties, territories, and states

● Key ESG components include prevention services, 
street outreach, emergency shelter, and rapid 
rehousing

● Smaller funding level compared to CoC Program
● Visit https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/esg/ for 

more information
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many communities use ESG prevention funding to help keep people from losing their home. 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/esg/


Emergency Solutions Grants
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https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/esg/

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/esg/


U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 

Definition of Homelessness
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Getting Things Started
Both the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) and 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) have definitions of 
homelessness that begin as: 

“An individual or family who lacks a fixed, regular, 
and adequate nighttime residence.”

● USDE: 42 USC 11434a(2)

● HUD: 42 USC 11302

Slide 31

*Handout-Federal Homeless Definitions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A handout has been provided with the full text of both the definitions, as found in U.S. Code. 



Slide 32


Federal Definitions of Homelessness



US Department of Education Definition of Homelessness (42 USC 11434a(2))

(2) The term “homeless children and youths”— 

[bookmark: 2_A](A) means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence (within the meaning of section 11302(a)(1) of this title); and

[bookmark: 2_B](B) includes— 

[bookmark: 2_B_i](i) children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals;

[bookmark: 2_B_ii][bookmark: fn003900-ref](ii) children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings (within the meaning of section 11302(a)(2)(C) [1] of this title);

[bookmark: 2_B_iii](iii) children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and

[bookmark: 2_B_iv](iv) migratory children (as such term is defined in section 6399 of title 20) who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this part because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) through (iii).



US Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Definition of Homelessness (42 USC 11302)

[bookmark: fn003885-ref](a) In generalFor purposes of this chapter, the terms “homeless”, “homeless individual”, and “homeless person” means— [1] 

[bookmark: a_1](1) an individual or family who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence;

[bookmark: a_2](2) an individual or family with a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, abandoned building, bus or train station, airport, or camping ground;

[bookmark: a_3](3) an individual or family living in a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designated to provide temporary living arrangements (including hotels and motels paid for by Federal, State, or local government programs for low-income individuals or by charitable organizations, congregate shelters, and transitional housing);

[bookmark: a_4](4) an individual who resided in a shelter or place not meant for human habitation and who is exiting an institution where he or she temporarily resided;

[bookmark: a_5](5) an individual or family who— 

[bookmark: a_5_A](A) will imminently lose their housing, including housing they own, rent, or live in without paying rent, are sharing with others, and rooms in hotels or motels not paid for by Federal, State, or local government programs for low-income individuals or by charitable organizations, as evidenced by— 

[bookmark: a_5_A_i](i) a court order resulting from an eviction action that notifies the individual or family that they must leave within 14 days;

[bookmark: a_5_A_ii](ii) the individual or family having a primary nighttime residence that is a room in a hotel or motel and where they lack the resources necessary to reside there for more than 14 days; or

[bookmark: a_5_A_iii](iii) credible evidence indicating that the owner or renter of the housing will not allow the individual or family to stay for more than 14 days, and any oral statement from an individual or family seeking homeless assistance that is found to be credible shall be considered credible evidence for purposes of this clause;

[bookmark: a_5_B](B) has no subsequent residence identified; and

[bookmark: a_5_C](C) lacks the resources or support networks needed to obtain other permanent housing; and

[bookmark: a_6](6) unaccompanied youth and homeless families with children and youth defined as homeless under other Federal statutes who— 

[bookmark: a_6_A](A) have experienced a long term period without living independently in permanent housing,

[bookmark: a_6_B](B) have experienced persistent instability as measured by frequent moves over such period, and

[bookmark: a_6_C](C) can be expected to continue in such status for an extended period of time because of chronic disabilities, chronic physical health or mental health conditions, substance addiction, histories of domestic violence or childhood abuse, the presence of a child or youth with a disability, or multiple barriers to employment.

[bookmark: b](b) Domestic violence and other dangerous or life-threatening conditions--Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the Secretary shall consider to be homeless any individual or family who is fleeing, or is attempting to flee, domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, or other dangerous or life-threatening conditions in the individual’s or family’s current housing situation, including where the health and safety of children are jeopardized, and who have no other residence and lack the resources or support networks to obtain other permanent housing.



Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (45 CFR § 1351.1)

Homeless youth means an individual who cannot live safely with a parent, legal guardian, or relative, and who has no other safe alternative living arrangement. For purposes of Basic Center Program eligibility, a homeless youth must be less than 18 years of age (or higher if allowed by a state or local law or regulation that applies to licensure requirements for child- or youth-serving facilities). For purposes of Transitional Living Program eligibility, a homeless youth cannot be less than 16 years of age and must be less than 22 years of age (unless the individual commenced his or her stay before age 22, and the maximum service period has not ended). 



Head Start Act (42 USC § 9832)

The term “homeless children” has the meaning given the term “homeless children and youths” in section 11434a(2) of this title. [USDE definition]



Violence Against Women Act (42 USC § 14042e-2)

(6) the terms “homeless”, “homeless individual”, and “homeless person”— 

[bookmark: 6_A](A) mean an individual who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence; and 

[bookmark: 6_B](B) includes— 

[bookmark: 6_B_i](i) an individual who— 

[bookmark: 6_B_i_I](I) is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; 

[bookmark: 6_B_i_II](II) is living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or campground due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; 

[bookmark: 6_B_i_III](III) is living in an emergency or transitional shelter; 

[bookmark: 6_B_i_IV](IV) is abandoned in a hospital; or 

[bookmark: 6_B_i_V](V) is awaiting foster care placement; 

[bookmark: 6_B_ii](ii) an individual who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings; or 

[bookmark: 6_B_iii](iii) migratory children (as defined in section 6399 of title 20) who qualify as homeless under this section because the children are living in circumstances described in this paragraph; 



Public Health Service Act (42 USC § 254b(h))

The term “homeless individual” means an individual who lacks housing (without regard to whether the individual is a member of a family), including an individual whose primary residence during the night is a supervised public or private facility that provides temporary living accommodations and an individual who is a resident in transitional housing.





Food and Nutrition Act (7 USC 2012)

(l) “Homeless individual” means— 

[bookmark: l_1](1) an individual who lacks a fixed and regular nighttime residence; or

[bookmark: l_2](2) an individual who has a primary nighttime residence that is— 

[bookmark: l_2_A](A) a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter (including a welfare hotel or congregate shelter) designed to provide temporary living accommodations;

[bookmark: l_2_B](B) an institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized;

[bookmark: l_2_C](C) a temporary accommodation for not more than 90 days in the residence of another individual; or

[bookmark: l_2_D](D) a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.



Child Nutrition Act (42 USC § 1786(b))

“Homeless individual” means— 

[bookmark: b_15_A](A) an individual who lacks a fixed and regular nighttime residence; or

[bookmark: b_15_B](B) an individual whose primary nighttime residence is— 

[bookmark: b_15_B_i](i) a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter (including a welfare hotel or congregate shelter) designed to provide temporary living accommodations;

[bookmark: b_15_B_ii](ii) an institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized;

[bookmark: b_15_B_iii](iii) a temporary accommodation of not more than 365 days in the residence of another individual; or

[bookmark: b_15_B_iv](iv) a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.
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Comparing Definitions 

HUD includes:
●Hotels/Motels – if paid 

by gov’t or charity
●Doubled-up – if 
losing housing in 

next 14 days
●Imminent risk – if 

losing housing in next 
14 days

Education includes:
●Hotels/Motels – if due 
to lack of adequate 
accommodation or 
economic hardship
●Doubled-up – if due 

to loss of housing or 
economic hardship
●Substandard / 

Overcrowding – Use local 
housing codes to determine

Both 
include:

●Unsheltered
●Emergency 
Shelter/TH*

*Transitional Housing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Participants need to add substandard / overcrowding to their slide.



Comparing Definitions
Living Situation Included in ED definition? Included in HUD definition?

Unsheltered locations YES YES

Emergency 
shelters/transitional

housing
YES YES

Hotels and motels
YES, if due to the lack of an 

alternative adequate 
accommodation

YES, if paid for by govt/charity; if 
paying with own income, only 
under very limited conditions 

Staying with others 
temporarily

YES
if due to loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or a 

similar reason

YES if within 14 days of losing 
housing and have no other 

means for housing OR fleeing a 
violent situation and no other 

means for housing

Imminent risk of 
homelessness No such definition

Within 14 days of losing housing 
and have no other means for 

housing
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OVERVIEW OF HUD HOMELESS 
CATEGORIES

●Category 1: Literally Homeless

●Category 2: Imminent Risk of 
Homelessness

●Category 3: Homeless Under other             
Federal Statutes

●Category 4: Fleeing/Attempting to Flee 
Domestic Violence (DV)
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Homeless Category 1
(Literally Homeless)

An individual or family who lacks a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence, meaning:
● An individual or family with a primary nighttime residence 

that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily 
used as regular sleeping accommodations for human 
beings
o a car
o park
o abandoned building
o bus or train station
o airport
o camping ground
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Homeless Category 1 
(Literally Homeless)

●An individual or family living in a 
supervised publicly or privately 
operated shelter designated to provide 
temporary living arrangements including
o congregate shelters,
o transitional housing (which is included as part of a 

shelter), and
o hotels and motels paid for by charitable 

organizations or by federal, state, or local 
government programs for low-income individuals
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Homeless Category 1 
(Literally Homeless)

●An individual who is exiting an institution 
where 
o he or she resided for 90 days or less         

and
o resided in an emergency shelter or place not 

meant for human habitation immediately 
before entering that institution

 *emphasis added for purposes of this workshop
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Homeless Category 2 
(Imminent Risk of Homelessness)

● Individuals/families who will imminently lose their 
primary nighttime residence within 14 days of 
application for homeless assistance 

AND
● No subsequent residence has been identified

AND

● The individual or family lacks the resources or 
support networks (e.g. family, friends, faith-based 
or other social networks) needed to obtain other 
permanent housing
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Homeless Category 2 Criteria
(Imminent Risk of Homelessness)

●Primary nighttime residences include:
o Housing the individual/family owns
o Housing the individual/family rents
o Housing the individual/family shares with 

others without paying rent
o Rooms in hotels/motels that are not paid for 

by the individual/family seeking assistance
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Homeless Category 3 
(Homeless Under Other Federal Statutes)

● Unaccompanied youth under 25 or families with 
children and youth who do not otherwise 
qualify as homeless under the HUD 
definition, but who
o Meet homeless definition under another federal 

statute; AND 
o Have not had lease, ownership interest, or 

occupancy agreement in permanent housing at any 
time during last 60 days; AND

o Have experienced two or more moves during last 60 
days; AND
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Homeless Category 3 
(Homeless Under Other Federal Statutes)

● Can be expected to continue in such status for an 
extended period of time because of:
o Chronic disabilities; OR
o Chronic physical health or mental health conditions; OR
o Substance addiction; OR
o Histories of domestic violence or childhood abuse 

(including neglect); OR
o Presence of a child or youth with a disability; OR
o Multiple barriers to employment
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Homeless Category 3 
(Homeless Under Other Federal Statutes)

●Multiple barriers to employment may 
include such things as:
o Lack of a high school degree or GED
o Illiteracy
o Low English proficiency
o A history of incarceration or detention for 

criminal activity
o A history of unstable employment
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These are examples, there could be other barriers to employment



Homeless Category 3 
(Homeless Under Other Federal Statutes)

Other Federal Statutes 
● Section 387 of the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (45 

U.S.C. 1351.1) 
● Section 637of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9832)
● Section 41403 of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (42 

U.S.C. 14043e-2)
● Section 330(h) of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 

254b(h))
● Section 3 of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2012) 
● Section 17(b) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 

1786(b))
● Section 725 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 

(42 U.S.C. 11434a);
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See handout for these definitions.



CoC’s must have HUD approval to serve 
this category

● CoC’s must meet the qualifications of a “High 
Performing Community” (HPC) to serve 
those experiencing homelessness with 
Category 3

● There are no HPC’s in Texas

● ESG recipients and sub-recipients may serve 
people who meet the category 3 definition

Homeless Category 3
(Homeless Under Other Federal Statutes)
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There are no HPC’s in Texas. However, ESG fund recipients may serve category 3.



Homeless Category 4 
(Fleeing/Attempting to Flee Domestic Violence)

 Any individuals or family who fleeing or 
attempting to flee domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, stalking, or other 
dangerous or life-threatening conditions that 
relate to 
o violence against the individual or a family member, 

including a child, 
o that has either taken place within the individual’s or 

family’s primary nighttime residence or 
o has made the individual or family afraid to return to 

their primary nighttime residence
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Homeless Category 4 
(Fleeing/Attempting to Flee Domestic Violence)

 has no identified subsequent residence;
AND

 lack the resources and support (e.g. 
family, friends, and faith-based or other 
social networks) networks needed to 
obtain other permanent housing*

*permanent housing includes housing that cannot be 
safely accessed
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This category can include survivors of human trafficking (so long as they lack the resources and support network).
*Unsafe* resources might include something like a credit card where the perpetrator can look up online where it is being used, thus giving away the location of the individual or family).



Chronic Homelessness



Who is Chronically Homeless?
●An individual who
o Has been continuously homeless (category 

1) for 1 year
OR

o Has been homeless on at least 4 occasions 
totaling 12 months over the past 3 years

AND
o Has a disability as defined in Section 401(9) 

of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act
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Definition of disability is two slides down in the presentation.



Family Chronic Homelessness
●A family with an adult head of household 

(or if there is no adult in the family, a 
minor head of household) who meets all 
of the criteria as outlined in the previous 
slide

● Includes a family whose composition has 
fluctuated while the head of household 
has been homeless
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Definition of Disability

●Physical, mental or emotional impairment

●Developmental Disability

●HIV/AIDS
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Generally, if someone is on Social Security Disability, Veteran’s Disability or other government-defined disability, all they have to do is show proof of that—or the case worker can obtain it.  In the absence of government-defined disability, the person would have to be determined to be disabled by a person who has the credentials to make such a determination.



Case Studies
Small Groups Exercise
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Case Scenario 1: Eduardo
Eduardo is a 20-year old man who recently lost his 
job and couldn’t pay the rent. He crashed with 
various friends until the last one kicked him out. 
Eduardo was spotted sleeping outside by his former 
high school teacher, Mr. Peterson. Mr. Peterson said 
Eduardo could stay at his place but Eduardo has not 
looked for a job and just sits on the couch all day 
playing video games. Mr. Peterson finally told him he 
had to find somewhere else to stay as soon as 
possible and gave him one week to find a new place 
to stay. Eduardo has exhausted the hospitality of all 
of his friends and has no family in the area and no 
money to pay for a hotel or his own place.
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Case Scenario 1: Eduardo
 What is Eduardo’s homeless status?
 Category 1: Literally Homeless
 Category 2: Imminent Risk of Homelessness
 Category 3: Homeless Under Other Federal 

Programs
 Category 4: Fleeing/Attempting to Flee Domestic 

Violence
 Not homeless under the HUD definition
 More information is needed to decide

 Would Eduardo be considered chronically 
homeless?
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Case Scenario 2: Traci
Traci is a 35-year old woman, with a 6-year old 
daughter named Jami. Traci and Jami have been 
living with Traci’s boyfriend for the past year. He 
is very possessive and wants to monitor her 
every move, but lately he is accusing Traci of 
sleeping around while he is at work and has 
become physically abusive. One night he 
threatened to kill her. She believed him and after 
he fell asleep she fled, with nothing but the 
clothes she and Jami were wearing. They went to 
a homeless shelter for victims of domestic 
violence. 
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Case Scenario 2: Traci
 What is Traci’s homeless status?
 Category 1: Literally Homeless
 Category 2: Imminent Risk of Homelessness
 Category 3: Homeless Under Other Federal Programs
 Category 4: Fleeing/Attempting to Flee Domestic 

Violence
 Not homeless under the HUD definition
 More information is needed to decide

 Would Traci be considered chronically 
homeless?
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Case Scenario 3: Baker Family

Mr. and Mrs. Baker’s home was flooded in a 
recent storm. They make minimum wage and 
cannot get rental property due to a history of 
evictions, so they pay weekly to stay at an 
inexpensive motel. The family has an 11 year old 
moving from elementary to middle school and a 
14 year old moving from middle to high school. 
Their previous district’s campuses are 12 miles 
away. 
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Case Scenario 3: Baker Family
 What is the family’s homeless status?
 Category 1: Literally Homeless
 Category 2: Imminent Risk of Homelessness
 Category 3: Homeless Under Other Federal 

Programs
 Category 4: Fleeing/Attempting to Flee Domestic 

Violence
 Not homeless under the HUD definition
 More information is needed to decide

 Would the family be considered chronically 
homeless?
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Eligibility for HUD Programs

Slide 59

*Handout-Homeless DefEligibility



Eligibility for HUD-Funded 
CoC Programs

●Program participants must
o Meet the criteria for HUD’s definition of 

homeless
o Meet any criteria established by HUD in the FY 

NOFA through which the project was funded
o Meet any criteria established by the CoC in its 

written standards for prioritizing assistance, AND
o Meet any criteria established by the recipient as 

documented in their grant agreement
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● The FY 2016 CoC Program Competition NOFA limited 
eligibility for Rapid Re-Housing (RRH) projects to 
individuals and families coming from places not meant 
for human habitation or emergency shelters (part of 
Category 1) or qualifying under Category 4 
(Fleeing/Attempting to Flee DV)

● Further, the CoC has chosen to prioritize individuals 
and families whose income is 30% of Area Median 
Income or less for RRH assistance within their 
geographic area

● Further yet, a particular project has decided to limit its 
RRH project to veterans
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Presentation Notes
An individual or family would have to meet ALL of these criteria to be served by the project. Liaisons should speak with the Coordinated Entry person(s) or agencies in their CoC.



Eligibility for HUD Interventions
Category 1:

Literally homeless

Category 2:
Imminent Risk of 
Homelessness

Category 3:
Homeless Under 

Other Federal 
Statutes

Category 4:
Fleeing/Attempting to 

Flee DV

Prevention No Yes Yes Yes
Street 
Outreach Yes No No Yes

Supportive 
Services Yes Yes Yes* Yes

Shelter Yes Yes Yes Yes
RRH Yes No No Yes
PSH Yes No No Yes
TH Yes Yes Yes* Yes
*Projects must be located within a CoC that has received HUD approval to serve this category

Visit https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/HomelessDefEligibility 
_SHP_SPC_ESG.pdf for more information.
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Category 2 and 3 are listed as no on RRH due to NOFA priorities not the HEARTH Act or regulations.

https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/HomelessDefEligibility%20_SHP_SPC_ESG.pdf


Documentation of 
Homelessness
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Presentation Notes
Trainer should point out that a handout that is a sample referral form that has both the definition and acceptable documentation, is available and will be sent to participants who complete the post-test with a 80% or higher score.




Documentation
● HUD requires that each category of 

homelessness be documented in a particular 
manner

● In instances where documentation cannot be 
obtained, the family or youth’s own written 
certification that they meet relevant criteria is 
generally sufficient

● For more information visit 
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/H
omelessDefinition_RecordkeepingRequirementsandCri
teria.pdf
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HUD Homeless Definition 
Guidelines
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Documentation
● Local Liaisons may make this affirmation
o signed letter on district letterhead  
 identifies the most recent primary nighttime 

residence of the homeless child, youth, or family 
 Living situation verified by the Local Liaison
 Self-certification of living situation, if otherwise 

unverifiable

● Recipient of HUD funds is responsible for 
determining
o Eligibility for services
o Whatever documentation is necessary
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If a school district homeless liaison can provide written or oral documentation of where the family or youth is actually living, then the liaison could be accepted as a “third-party” documenter by HUD-funded programs.



Emergency Solutions Grant
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Awarded by formula to certain cities and counties (over 50,000 population in most cases) and to states for areas that do not receive formula grants. Sometimes agencies can apply for both local and state funds.



ESG Essential Services
● Eligible costs Essential Services for Emergency 

Shelter
o Case management
o Child care
o Education services
o Employment assistance/job training
o Outpatient health services
o Life skills training
o Mental health services
o Substance abuse treatment services
o Transportation
o Services for special populations
o Legal services
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Presentation Notes
Outpatient health, mental health, substance abuse treatment, and legal services may only be provided to the extent that other appropriate services are unavailable within the community. In addition, legal services are only related to “matters that interfere with the program participant’s ability to obtain or retain housing” and may include “child support, guardianship, paternity, emancipation, and legal separation, orders of protection and other civil remedies for victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking, appeal of veterans and public benefit claim denials, and the resolution of outstanding criminal warrants.” Legal services cannot be used for immigration, citizenship matters or issues relating to mortgages. 



Eligible Housing Costs for Rapid 
Rehousing and Homeless 

Prevention 
●Rental assistance
o Short-term rental assistance (up to 3 months)
o Medium-term rental assistance (more than 

three months, but not more than 24 months)
o Rental arrears* (one-time payment up to 6 

months, including late fees)
*Rental arrears count toward total amount of rental assistance 

provided, no more than 24 months. 
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Eligible costs for Housing Relocation and 
Stabilization Services through RRH and 

Homeless Prevention

● Financial 
assistance
o Rental 

application fee
o Security deposits
o Last months rent
o Utility deposits
o Utility payments
o Moving costs

● Services costs
o Housing search 

and placement
o Housing stability 

case management
o Mediation
o Legal services
o Credit repair*

*Assists with budgeting and resolving 
credit problems, but does not include 
payment or modification of debt
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Coordinated Entry
No Wrong Door
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Presentation Notes
No wrong door – all participants use the same criteria for assessing client needs and the highest needs clients are placed in the housing program that has an open housing unit, or the next one that has a vacancy in the program, as long as the client fits the population targeted by the agency. 



Coordinated Entry
● Sometimes called Coordinated Access (CA/CE)

● May be referred to as Centralized Intake and 
Assessment

● Communities use different approaches, but one 
approach is used by the entire Continuum of 
Care

● National Center for Homeless Education 
publication
o https://nche.ed.gov/downloads/briefs/coord-entry.pdf
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Presentation Notes
Approaches vary by community. Consult with your CoC or local homeless coalition.

In HUD’s Vision:
The coordinated entry process is an approach to coordination and management of a crisis response system’s resources that allows users to make consistent decisions from available information to efficiently and effectively connect people to interventions that will rapidly end their homelessness.


https://nche.ed.gov/downloads/briefs/coord-entry.pdf


National Center for Homeless 
Education Brief
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Coordinated Entry Referral

Referrals to Continuums of Care
 The CoC has prioritization guidelines from 

HUD
 Coordinated Entry providers refer homeless 

individuals and families 
• As the resources are available
• In accordance with the established guidelines
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HUD does not set the priority for each community, but does set broad outlines for how communities should set priorities.



Coordinated Entry 
Prioritization for Services

● The main barrier to accessing services is a lack of 
availability (demand > supply)

● Meeting a category of the HUD definition does 
not mean that the family or youth will receive HUD 
homeless assistance 

● Prioritization is a locally driven process 

● Attend you local CoC meeting

● Learn the local HUD programs to understand more 
about priorities for each program
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Coordinated Entry
● Every Continuum of 

Care in Texas has a 
Coordinated Entry 
system

● Map of Texas 
Continuums of Care and 
Contact Info:

https://goo.gl/PRVH11
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For more info please contact Texas Homeless Network. www.thn.org. 512-482-8270.

https://goo.gl/PRVH11


Other HUD Programs
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These programs are not usually managed by the continuum of care, but representatives from city and county departments may attend homeless coalition/continuum of care meetings.



HUD Programs Helpful to 
Homeless Families 

● Public Housing Authority
o Public Housing
o Housing Choice Vouchers (Section 8)
o Family Self-Sufficiency

● HOME Investment Partnership Act
o Tenant-based Rental Assistance
o First-time Homebuyers Assistance
o Homeowner Rehab

● Community Development Block Grant
o Homeowner Rehab
o Funding to local service provider agencies

● Fair Housing Programs – HUD, State, Local
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Liaisons should check with their local City and County Community Development Department, Neighborhood Revitalization Department or similarly named departments.



Housing in Texas
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Housing in Texas
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Minimum Wage $7.25
Average Renter 

Wage $18.20

2-Bedroom Housing 
Wage* $19.32

Number of Renter 
Households 3,542,096

Percent Renters 38%
*assumes not paying over 30% of income for housing

http://nlihc.org/oor/texas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Taken from the 2018 Out of Reach document from the National Low-Income Housing Coalition.

http://nlihc.org/oor/texas


Housing in Texas
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Presentation Notes
Taken from the 2018 Out of Reach document from the National Low-Income Housing Coalition.



http://nlihc.org/oor/texas


Housing in Texas
Most Expensive Areas

MOST EXPENSIVE AREAS HOUSING WAGE

Midland HMFA $26.31

Austin-Round Rock MSA $24.06

Odessa MSA $22.77

Kendall County HMFA $22.08

Brazoria County HMFA $21.48
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Taken from the 2018 Out of Reach document from the National Low-Income Housing Coalition.
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Housing in Texas
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Housing in Texas
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Example: Austin’s Public 
Housing Numbers
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http://www.austintexas.gov/department/housing



Post-Test
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Certifying Homelessness for School District Homeless Liaisons

Using the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Definition


Post-Test


Name:  ________________________________________. District:__________________________


     (As you would like it on your certificate – print clearly!)


Are you the designated District Homeless Liaison for your LEA?    � Yes                       �  No

Please circle the answer you believe to be correct.

1. Continuum of Care meetings are only open to organizations that receive HUD funding.

T

F


2. The HUD definition of homelessness only includes those people who are living on the streets or emergency shelter.

T

F


3. People who live in a hotel or motel may be homeless under the HUD definition.

T

F


4. HUD never allows self-certification of homelessness.

T

F


5. Families who will lose their housing within 14 days of application into a HUD-funded housing program may be considered homeless. 

T

F


6. HUD’s definition of homelessness includes unaccompanied youth under the age of 25 who meet the homeless definition under another federal statute

T

F


7. Under the HUD definition of homelessness, persons fleeing a domestic violence situation are not considered homeless unless they have spent at least one night on the streets or in emergency shelter.

T

F


8. There are many Continuums of Care that are designated by HUD as “High Performing Communities.”

T

F


9. HUD-funded homeless assistance programs may target specific sub-populations.

T

F


10.  A person with a disabling condition that first became homeless 6 months ago may be classified as chronically homeless.

T

F
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Certifying Homelessness for School District Homeless Liaisons Using the HUD Definition

Post-Test-Answer Guide

1. Continuum of Care meetings are only open to organizations that receive HUD funding.

False. CoC meetings are generally open to the public, especially service provider agencies

2. The HUD definition of homelessness only includes those people who are living on the streets or emergency shelter.

False. There are 4 categories under which a person might qualify for assistance

3. People who live in a hotel or motel may be homeless under the HUD definition.

True. If a charity or government agency is paying for the hotel/motel and it is being used as emergency shelter.

4. HUD never allows self-certification of homelessness.

False. Self-certification is generally the last resort, but it is acceptable. 

5. Families who will lose their housing within 14 days of application into a HUD-funded housing program may be considered homeless. 

True. “Imminent Risk of Homelessness” is category 2 of HUD’s definition

6. HUD’s definition of homelessness includes unaccompanied youth under the age of 25 who meet the homeless definition under another federal statute

True. This is category 3, however, in order to receive services under category 3, the CoC must be designated by HUD as a High Performing Community. There are none at this time.

7. Under the HUD definition of homelessness, persons fleeing a domestic violence situation are not considered homeless unless they have spent at least one night on the streets or in emergency shelter.

False. Persons fleeing or attempting to flee DV are considered to be homeless

8. There are many Continuums of Care that are designated by HUD as “High Performing Communities.”

False. At this time, there are none in the nation.

9. HUD-funded homeless assistance programs may target specific sub-populations.

True. Programs may target sub-populations like veterans, women, persons with disabilities, etc.

10.  A person with a disabling condition that first became homeless 6 months ago may be classified as chronically homeless.

False. In order to be classified as chronically homeless, a person must have a disabling condition and must have lived on the streets or emergency shelter for at least one year or have 4 or more episodes of homelessness in the last 3 years that total one year of homelessness. 





Handouts for Trainers

 Trainer’s Agenda

 Post Test Answer Guide

 Referral Form for Those who successfully complete the 
training

 Case Scenarios Trainer Guide

 Certificate of Successful Completion
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	Certification of Homelessness

Name of Person/Family Being Referred:___________________________________________________________________________________

Person Certifying: _____________________Job Title: ___________________ ISD:________________________ Phone:_________________



		HUD Category

		Definition

		Basis of Knowledge about the Family/Student



		1

		Literally Homeless

Individual or family who lacks a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, meaning:

1. Has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not meant for human habitation; or

2. Is living in a publicly or privately operated shelter designated to provide temporary living arrangements (including congregate shelters, transitional housing and hotels/motels paid for by charitable organizations or by federal, state and local government programs)

3. Is exiting an institution where (s)he has resided for 90 days or less and who resided in an emergency shelter or place not meant for human habitation immediate before entering that institution 

		· Direct observation by the school district homeless liaison; or

· Written referral by another housing or service provider; or

· Certification by the homeless family or unaccompanied youth that (s)he was living on the streets or in a shelter

· Write brief explanation – use additional space, if necessary

· For individuals exiting an institution (such as jails or hospitals), documentation includes one of the forms of evidence above and:

· Discharge paperwork or written/oral referral, or

· Written record of intake worker’s due diligence to obtain evidence and certification by individual that (s)he exited the institution



		2

		Imminent Risk of Homelessness

Individual or family who will imminently lose their primary nighttime residence, provided that:

1. Residence will be lost within 14 days of the date of    application for homeless assistance; and

· No subsequent residence has been identified; and

· The individual or family lacks the resources or support networks needed to obtain other permanent housing

		· A court order resulting from an eviction action notifying the individual or family that they must leave; or

· For individuals and families leaving a hotel or motel – evidence that they lack the financial resources to stay; or

· A documented and verified oral statement; and

· Certification that no subsequent residence has been identified; and

· Self-certification or other written documentation that the individual or family lack the financial resources and support necessary to obtain permanent housing



		3

		Homeless Under Other Federal Statutes

Unaccompanied youth under 25 years of age, or families with children and youth, who do not otherwise qualify as homeless under this definition, but who:

1. Are defined as homeless under the other listed federal statues; and

2. Have not had a lease, ownership interest, or occupancy agreement in permanent housing during the 60 days prior to the homeless assistance application; and

3. Have experienced persistent instability as measured by two moves or more during the preceding 60 days; and

4. Can be expected to continue in such status for an extended period of time due to special needs or barriers

		· Certification by the school district homeless liaison, nonprofit, state or local government, that the individual or head of household seeking assistance met the criteria of homelessness under another federal statue; and 

· Certification of no permanent housing in last 60 days; and

· Certification by the individual or head of household and any available supporting documentation that (s)he has moved two or more times in the past 60 days; and

· Documentation of special needs or 2 or more barriers 



This section only applies to Continuums of Care that are designated as “High Performing Communities” as defined in 

24 CFR Part 578.65, or to ESG Providers. 



		4

		Fleeing/Attempting to Flee DV

Any individual or family who:

1. Is fleeing, or is attempting to flee, domestic violence;

2. Has not other residence; and

3. Lacks the resources or support networks to obtain other permanent housing



		· Oral statement by the individual or head of household seeking assistance that they are fleeing.  This statement is documented by a self-certification or by the school district homeless liaison.  Where the safety of the individual or family is not jeopardized, the oral statement must be verified; and

· Certification by the individual or head of household that no subsequent residence has been identified; and

· Self-certification, or other written documentation, that the individual or family lacks the financial resources and support networks to obtain other permanent housing. 





Notes:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[Type text]	[Type text]	[Type text]

I certify that the information presented above is true and accurate. Any required documentation is attached.



__________________________________________________	________________           

Signature of Homeless Liaison                                                        	Date
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Definition of Homeless Case Studies 

Case Scenario 1: Eduardo

Brief Discussion of Answer and Reasons

Status Answer: (b) Category 2: Imminent Risk of Homelessness. Eduardo is currently doubled-up so he is not literally homeless. Pete has asked him to leave so he is at risk of losing his primary residence; he has no other housing options, financial resources or supports to avoid literal homelessness

Discussion Points: Even though Eduardo is sleeping on a couch, he does have a primary residence (Pete’s place) and is not literally homeless.

Chronic Homeless Answer: Either 2 (no) or 3 (need more info) is acceptable. If Eduardo has a disability AND he has been on the streets for a year or more or otherwise meets the time criteria, he would likely be classed as chronically homeless.

*Note to Trainer: Sometimes program staff thinks Eduardo should be put back on the street before seeking assistance so he qualifies as Category 1.

Case Scenario 2: Traci

Brief Discussion of Answer and Reasons

Status Answer: (b) Category 4: Fleeing/Attempting to Flee Domestic Violence

Discussion Points: Traci is presenting at a homeless shelter for women because the threat of violence has made her afraid to return to her primary nighttime residence. She has no other resources (she left with nothing but the clothes she was wearing) and it is appropriate to assume that she lacks resources or support networks (evidenced by the fact that she is presenting at a homeless shelter) and has no other safe place to stay.

Chronic Homeless Answer: With the information presented here, the answer would be 2 (no). If more information is attained (disability and long term homelessness that meets the criteria for chronic homelessness) she might be classed as chronically homeless.

*Note to Trainer: be prepared to respond or should bring up the fact that sometimes program staff may believe that Traci is Category 1: Literally Homeless. However, this is not the case as Traci did not lack a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence until she was threatened with violence and fled to the homeless shelter. However, if for some reason, the shelter was not able to accommodate Traci immediately and she had to sleep in her car and/or in some other location that is not designed or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation OR if the shelter admits her, she would then meet the definition of both Category 1: Literally Homeless and Category 4: Fleeing/Attempting to Flee Domestic Violence.



Case Scenario 3: Mark Mitchell

Brief Discussion of Answer and Reasons

	Status Answer: (a) Category 1: Unsheltered Homeless: Mark has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, abandoned building, bus or train station, airport, or camping ground.

Chronic Homeless Answer: (1) Yes. He has been determined by the Veterans Administration to be disabled, since he receives a disability check and he has been living on the streets and shelters for over a year. Case managers would need to verify that Mark is actually receiving Veterans disability benefits and the amount of time he has been homeless. 



Discussion Points: How could case managers determine the amount of time Mark has lived on the streets and in shelter? (HMIS records, personal observation, Veteran’s Administration personnel, visit campsite). 





Case Scenario 4: Baker Family

Brief Discussion of Answer and Reasons



Status Answer: This family does NOT meet the HUD definition of homelessness with the information presented. The family can afford to pay weekly for a motel, but cannot afford to pay for rental housing due to their past history of evictions. 



Chronic Homeless Answer: The family does not meet the definition of chronically homeless with the information presented. 



Discussion Points: If the family were to exhaust their funds and a government or charity were to start paying the hotel/motel rental, the family would likely be eligible for HUD programs, if there are no support networks or other resources for the family.

Scenarios 1-3 modified from HUD CoC Start-Up Conference Training Guide webinars
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