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Give your McKinney Vento students 
the gift of education through 
consistent, safe, and funded transportation.
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SECTION 1:

Best Interest 
Determination for 
Transportation & 
School Selection
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• Transportation is only available to or from the school of origin 

• Best Interest Determination Form – download from your state agency or from 
the National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) website.

• Is it better for a student to stay at the school of origin or go to their school of 
residency?

• Ensure educational stability. 

• Case by case decision

• Consider: length of time at the school, impact on social or emotional state, 
extracurricular activities, etc.

• Team decision – who knows the child the best? The teacher, counselor or social 
worker?

• If not in the student’s/child’s best interest, it needs to be in writing and you/MKV 
liaison must assist parent with dispute process and timeline
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Written Decision Example 
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SECTION 2:

McKinney Vento
Enrollment 
Folder
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McKinney Vento Enrollment Folder
Essential documents:
• District Contact Sheet - MKV point of contact for parents/guardians
• School calendar – early release dates, parent/teacher conferences, 

etc.
• Parent rights – federally responsible to provide this (NCHE’s website)
• Transportation Bus Rules – establish rules before riding
• Transportation Contract (Service Plan) with Parents

• Not a legal contract, but puts an agreement between two parties in place

• Having things in writing saves time and confusion
• School keeps a copy and parent keeps a copy

• Include commitments for family and for district

• Provide district contact info for MKV contact, so they can let you know of moves

• Set expectations here on “no shows” and “wait time”
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Parent’s Rights
Education/Outreach
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Transportation Bus Rules
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Transportation Contract
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SECTION 3:

Other Parent
Communication 
Tools
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Transportation
Request Form
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Other Parent Communications
• District’s Transportation Policies
• Transportation Request Form/Routing Form

• Can only be filled out by parent/guardian/unaccompanied youth
• AM or PM?
• Primary home language?
• Can student be left unattended?
• Behavioral issues?
• Allergies?

• End of Year Letter
• Outlines that MKV eligibility and all services end on the last day of 

school. 
• Send home with student to parents.
• Give a date to contact district for continuing eligibility for next year. 

Usually 2 weeks before school starts. 
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District Transportation Policies
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End Of The Year Letter
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SECTION 4:

Best Practices/
Best Interest of the 
Student Persona Build:

Pick one child
currently in your  
MKV program.
Describe them

briefly here.
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• Best Practices/ Best Interest of the Child 
• Ensuring Educational Stability
• Case by Case Decision
• Ride Times - How early are we picking students up? How long is their 

ride to school?
• Does your district have staggered bell times?
• Does your district provide Free Breakfast/Lunch?
• Transportation Rules:

• MKV students should be held to same behavioral expectations as all 
other students

• Inform parents of behavioral consequences

• Follow your district’s discipline procedures

• Communication is key to implementation
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SECTION 5:

Alternative 

Transportation
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Alternative Student Transportation
When you can’t do it all in-house

• Reasons to contract out:
• Out of District Trips?
• Long Mileage Trips?
• Difficult Bell Times?
• Specialty programs?

• Ways to contract:
• Cooperative national or state contracts
• Neighboring district’s existing RFPs (piggyback)
• Your own RFP process

• How to choose the right partner
• Best Practices
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Alternative Transportation 
Best Practices

• Experience with each student type & understanding specific needs
• Company history, experience, financial stability, & references 
• Meets & knows all state & federal requirements 
• Driver consistency – same driver every day
• Driver vetting – background checks & fingerprinting
• Driver training – state & district compliant
• Commercially insured drivers 
• Drug and alcohol testing (ongoing)
• High limit insurance program (auto, GL, cyber, sexual misconduct)
• Transparency – GPS tracking technology for district
• Dedicated Routing, Dispatch & Operations team
• Reporting & budgetary tracking tools
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SECTION 6:

Funding
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Funding
MKV transportation is an Unfunded Federal Mandate
McKinney-Vento funds are distributed to individual states by the U.S. Depart of Ed proportion to their Title 1, Part A 
funding (funding that provides financial assistance to local educational agencies for children from low-income 
families). The states then distribute these funds to individual school districts through a competitive subgrant process.

• You can help to ensure that MKV transportation isn’t solely funded out of your 
maintenance/transportation budgets

• Grants/Title
• Gather data to justify the need for MKV transportation to be covered

• How many MKVs per year, at what rate are the #s growing?
• How many free lunches?
• How many out of district MKVs did you have last year? 

• Know the cycle for your State’s McKinney Vento Sub Grant?
• % can be used for transportation. Ask your state education agency

• American Recovery Plan – ESSER funds
• Individuals with Disabilities Education ACT (IDEA)
• Donations

• Organizations/Community Agencies providing gas cards or other small assistance
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Thank-you!
Laura Hill
Hillsborough County Public Schools
laura.hill@hcps.net

Josie Wilkes, ALC Schools
jwilkes@alcschools.com
alcschools.com


